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1931 the Government would not have been
able to find the money with which to pay
the Public Service; and if the Public Ser-
vice had not agreed to the deduction in their
salaries, the Government of the day would
have had no alternative to dismissing 25 per
cent, of the public servants. Yet at this late
stage we have the Leader of the Government
using this as a political ery hecause an elec-
tion is coming on. If the Government
wanted the whole credit ov blame for the
thing, they need not have placed this House
n an invidions position.

The Honorary Minister: We would still
have been in the same position.

Hon. . W. MILES: Yes, but the Govern-
ment would have had all the credit. This
country is not in a position to pay all this
extra money in salaries. We are not by any
means round the corner yet, and I say the
Bill represents merely an  electioneering
stunt. However, we are all in the same posi-
tion as we were in last year, inasmuch as
we have no alternative to voting for the
Bill, Nevertheless when in Committee I
will support that amendment to Clause 2
of whiclh I have spoken.

On motion by Hon."R. G. Moore, debate
mljourned.

House adjourned at 6.11 p.m.

Legisiative HAssembly,
Tuesday, 29th October, 1933,
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, BILL—WILUNA WATER BOARD
FURTHER LOAN GUARANTEE.

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 2dth Qctober.

MR. SEWARD (Pingelly) [4.34]: This
Bill is on a par with one that was intro-
duced some years ago, It is to make pro-
vision for the supply of further water to
the town of Wiluna. To that extent it will
have the support of members on this side
of the House and, I think, of members gen-
crally, because the provision of water sap-
plies in country distriets is of paramount
mportance.  The conly point that canses
any concern is whether the provision now
to he made will be suflicient to meet the
refuirements of Wilina for a considerable
period ahead. When the original measure
was introduced, we were told that it would
suffice for the population of Wiluna. Sinece
then the population has increased, render-
ing this Bill neeessarv, and I should like
an assurance from the Minister that in mak-
ing this provision, the normal requiremenis
of the town will be met for a considerable
time. We do not want to have a recurrence
of Bills to sanction the provision of addi-
tional water supplies. I should also like
to know from tl: Minister whether the pro-
vision made in the Bill eovers the money
required for reticulation merely or also for
securing water from underground supplies.
The seheme seems to have the authority .of
the engineers as being sound, and the addi-
tivnal rateable value of the properties in
the town should he sufficient to meet the
charges. [ take it that the Comumonwealth
Bank or the institution that is providing
the monev insisés upon having a Govern-
ment guarantee. I should prefer to sec the
scheme finaneed without a Governmen* guar-
antee, for the scheme itself should he suffi-
cient guarantee to the bank. So long as we
have an assurance that the hank will not
make the money available without a Gov-
ernment guarantee, the Bill is necessary.

MR. MARSHALL (Murchison) [4.37): I
do not fear that any serions object:ion will
be levelled against the Bill, but there is
one point on which I wish members to be
vlear. The people of Wiluna are the only
rommunity who have attempted to do some-
thing for thewselves, 1In all other gold-
fields towns the whole responsibility of sup-
plving water has heen thrown napon the
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Government. We have not another reticula-
tion system on the goldfields that is not
Government-owned and departmentally con-
trolled. The Wiluna people thought it de-
sirubie to create a water board and take
the responsibility of installing their own
reticulation system. Probably Rezays will
follow suit, but T do not expect results there
similar to those that have been achieved at
Wiluna,

Mr. Seward: Even at Wiluna the scheme
has te be supported by Government guar-
_iintee,

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes, but in all other
“instances the Government have bad to pro-
vide the whole of the capital.

Mr. Patrick: In the early days Cue had
its own water supply.

Mr. MARSHALL: Whatever was done in
ithe warly days, the Cue reticulation syvstem
ids now owned by the Government and de-
‘partmentally-controlled.

Me. Patrick: I am aware of that, but
originally it was not.

Mr. MARSHALL: Until a town becomes
established, even the Government cannot do
much. Most of the water supplies in the
agricultural areas are Government-owned
and departmentally-controlled.

Mr. Sampson: And arc paid for by the
farmers, -

Mr. MARSHALL: The people of Wiluna
are providing for their own needs. On the
rateable value of the properties, there is no
doubt of the ability of the people to repay
the loan, although it has to be guaranteed
by the Government. ’

M. Sampson: You have some faith in
Wiluna.

Mr. MARSHALL: When the original
scheme was installed at Wiluna, quile a
number of married men had their families
living in other parts of the State. When
the men secured what they cobnsidered was
pérmanent employment, their families moved
to Wiluna and consequently there has been
a fairly-heavy drain on the water system
owing to the increase of population. The
board have found the scheme inadequate
and have asked the Government to give h
further guarantee. The Minister gave the
fizures vrelating to rateable values, which
show that there is no doubt as to the sound-
ness of the investment. The great point
is that the people of Wiluna are doing
something for tfhemselves, something for
which other communities have relied en-
tirely upon the Government to finance. T
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hope there will be no objection to the Bill.
People who take the initiative and seek to
help themselves should be encouraged. The
seheme is locally controlled, and thai re-
licves the Government of responsibility. The
Government have no responsibility as to the
payment of rates or the repayment of the
loan. Had the people of Wiluna possessed
the power, they would have procecded with
the scheme without asking the Government
to guarantee it. The bank, however, in-
sisted on a Government guarantee. Banks
are banks, and the Commonwealth Bank is
no exeeption to the rule. They all want
their pound of flesh The population of
Wiluna is inereasing, justifiably on the de-
velopment of the north end of the belt, and
T am confident that in the near future the
people will be able to repay the loan and
that the Government will have no further
responsibilty.

HON. C. G: LATHAM {York) [442]: I
do not thiuk there is much difference be-
tween the CGovernment finding the money
for such a scheme and the work being
undertaken hy the loeal people with a Gov-
ernment guarantee. The charges are made
against the local people, irrespective of
whether the road board borrow the money
and make the capital expendifure er
whetlier the Government undertake the
capital expenditure. It makes no differ-
ence, except that there exists the probability
that the local people might have the work
done more to their satisfaction than if it
were done by departmental officers. Fre-
quently when loeal pecple undertake sach
work, it is not done half as well as when
done departmentally and a good deal of
maintenance cost has to be met afterwards.

The Acting Minister for Works: Nearly
all of them have been written down after-
wards.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T admit that some
of them have heen written down. I know
that in connection with the head works of
many water supplies in agrieultural areas,
the charge has heen made a State charge
rather than a charge against the distriet. I
have in mind the Bruee Roek supply where
there is a head work. In all the retieula-
tions in the agrieultural areas that T know
of, there has been no writing down. It is
a question only of how long the Government
intend to impose the charge in order to
recover the cost. In the Kalgoorlie area a
charge was set up against Consolidated
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Revenue, but [ do not believe that
immmediately the scheme is paid for the Gov-
ernment are going to refrain from making
any charge against the people. UL course
the cost of water to the people of the gold-
fields will not be reduced even then. [ know
many places where the whole of the costs
are a charge against the people. The scheme
at Northam is very similar: the people
there are finding the money, 1 presume
that the Government muaranter is required
in order that the money may he borrowed.
That is the usual experience. For the
seheme in the metropolitan area we shall
shortly be autborising the expenditure of
further loan funds, but the people of the
metropolitan area will have to pay for the
work, It is only a guestion of who shall do
the work—the Government, or the local
aunthorities. The probability is that the
people here concerned will do the work
much more cheaply than it would be done
under departmental control. 1f the Govern-
ment did the work, these people would, of
course have to pay for it; and the Govern-
ment would demand every possible penny.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

BILL—PEARLING ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed fromn the 24th October,

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [449]:1
do not think the Minister made oul a ease
for our giving him the proposed power.
There was a purpose when the Third
Schedule of the Pearling Act was adopted,
and I see no reason why we should now
devinte from the intention expressed in that
schedule. To give the Minister the power
proposed would mean handing him a blank
cheque. T would not have raised objection
if he had asked Parliament to veduce the
amounts of fees which are hampering the
disposal of pearls. The Minister does not
tell us what reductions are to be made, He
merely asks power to reduce the pearl-
buyers’ license fee from £50—it inax be to
nothing, or perhaps to £1; and possibly
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there may be preference to certzin buyers.
The hon. gentleman alse asks authority te
reduce the license fee for engine-pumped
boat-. He says the Bill will prevent fhe
sale of pearls oversea.

The Minister tor the North-West: No;
prevent their being sold to Chinese, mostly
on voastal hoats.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I de not know
that the Bill will stop that. Ewven if the
Minister charges a license fee of only £1,
then, it these people find there is a market
for pearls on vessels trading along the coast,
ther will dizspose of their pearls in that way.
The trouble is that to-day pearls are a drug
on the market, There 15 no demand for
them. T do not think the House desires to
make the position more difficult for pearl-
tisher=, Tn iny opinion the Mipister should
ask for nower to reduce license fees to
specified amounis, 1 know that in 1929 the
Minister was given power to fix a lesser
amount for a hoat license, and the hon.
gentleman may also urge that recently a
lesser fee was fixed for tenders. This power
15 becoming extremely gencral. It means
practically serapping the sehedule. Does the
Minister propose to reduce the fees by 50 per
cent., or 23 per cent., or by what pereent-
age? Will this increase the demand for
pearls? Tf that will be the effect, the House
will probably assist the Minister. As re-
gards engine-worked hoats, he must remem-
ber that the reason for the previous altera-
tion was that these were ahle to fish much
more shell than hand-worked boats. The
object of the reduction was to encourage as
many boats as possible to share whatever
there was in the way of pear! fishing. The
great problem at present is to maintain the
population we have at Broome. The posi-
tion there will be interfered with by the Biil.
At Shark Bay there is a likelihood of no
one making anything out of pearl fishing.
For many years the complaint has been the
diffienlty of finding any market for Shark
Bay shell. I hope the Minister will tell us
what reductions he has in view. I suggest
he might come down with an amending 13il
stating what he propeses to do and altering
the fees aceordingly. Tt is far better to put
the Bill in order here than to have it re-
Jected elsewhere, of which there is great
probability in the present state of the meas-
ure. The Minister gave no reason in
introducing the Bill, merely saying that he
wanted fhis power. He did say that he
wanted to stop pearls from being taken
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away from the State. I elieited, by inter-
Jection, that his object was to stop illieit
buying and selling along the coast. If the
pearl-buyers’ license fee was reduced to £10,
the result would hardly he to ereate a mar-
ket for pearls. I am just as anxious as any
other member is to help the pearl fisher, but
I want to know to what extent the Minister
proposes to go. The passing of the Bill
means scrapping something that has heen
found necessary for many years. The mem-
ber for Kimberley {Mr. Coverley) will prob-
ably be able to enlighten us as to the re-
quirements of the industry if the Minister
cannot. The Minister, 1 repeat, is asking
for tremendous powers.

MER. COVERLEY (Kimberley) [4.56]: I
see no objection to the Bill as introduced,
but I do se¢ some virtue in it. The mea-
sure asks Parliament to empower the Min-
ister to fix the rates and fees to be charged
for engine-pumped pearling hoats and for
pearl dealers’ licenses. This will be a vir-
tue at some future time when the industry
is flourishing; the Minister will then have
power to increase the fees. On the other
hand, while the industry is in a bad way,
the Minister will have power to reduce
fees, Indeed, the Act already empowers
the Minister to increase or reduee the
license fec for a hand-pumped boat. The
Bill merely asks for the extension of that
power to the fees for engine-pumped boats
and for pearl-buyers’ licenses. During the
term of office of the Leader of the Opposi-
tion a Bill was introduced empowering the
Minister to reduce license fees on hand-
pumped boats. A reduvection was made;
and this was at the time necessary, be-
canse then more hand-pumped boats were
being worked than engine-pnmped boats,
the latter being laid aside to control out-
put. With the introduction of poaching
and other illegal methods of pearl fishing
by Japanese beats, our industry must fish
as much shell as possible in order to make
a living. Therefore it is desired to substi-
tute engine-powered boats for hand-
pumped boats. Under the law as it stands,
the Minister cannot reduce the fees on the
former. The only admissible way is to
empower the Minister to reduce license
fees. The same remarks apply to licenses
for pearl buyers. The matter most closely
concerning the industry is the general
dealer’s license, which at present carries
a fee of £50—a great deal of money. There
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is no big demand for either shell or pearls,
and thus there is not much inducement
for pearl bayers to go from Perth to
Broome, a considerable distance. The
buyer may buy no pearls after going to
Broome, but before he has the opportunity
of buying he must pay a license fee of £50,
We do not know what may happen in Lhe
near future; there might be quite a rush
of pearl buyers, and pearls might become
popular again, \Ve should give every en-
couragement possible to pearl-buyers. We
want to encourage competition by buyers,
instead of the trade being left to one buyer.
The reduction of the license fee means

more pearl-buyers, and thus will assist the
industry. At the moment I know of only
one pearl-buyer in Western Australia. IE
a reduced fee brings competition from
other buyers, the industry will be assisted.
I hope the House will carry the Bill in its
present form. I do mot know of any
amendment that the Leader of the Opposi-
tion may have in mind, nor can I think
of any that could be moved with advan-
tage to the proposed legislation. If we
stipulate a 50 per cent. reductlon on the
pearl-dealer’s license, as suggested, it
might be found in 12 months’ time that it
was not suificient.

Hon. C, G. Latham: We ¢an always alter
the Aect.

Mr. Marshail: But if we agree to the
Bill, it will not be necessary for such a
matter to come before Parliament.

Mr. COVERLEY: No, if we agree to
the Bill, there will be no need to take up
the time of Parliament in passing amend-
ing legislation. We are not asked to do
anything novel becanse what is proposed
is practically the same as Parliament
agreed to when we passed legislation deal-
ing with hand-pumped boats. I know that
the Bill embodies what the pearlers have
requested, and it is the requirements of the
industry that we should consider. This is
not advanced on any whim of a politician,

Hon. C. ¢. Latham: I did not suggest
that the Bill was infroduced at your re-
quest,

Mr. COVERLEY : But it might be at the
hon. member’s request. He did not fur-
nish any reasons.

Hon. €. G. Latham: You have not shown
how this will improve the pearling indus-
try.
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Mr, SPEAKER : Order! The member for
Kimberley will address the Chair.

Mr. COVERLEY: I do not know that
any law we could pass would improve
trading operations; but I know this will
assist the industry, and that is all that is
desired.

HON. P. D. FERGUSON (Irwin-Moore)
[5.2]: I was one of the Parliamentary party
who had the pleasure of visiting Broome re-
cently. When we met some of those engaged
in the pearling industry at that centre, we
lind brought under our notice foreibly tha
disabilitics under which they were lahouring,
It was sngeested that one of the most urgent

-steps we could take was to impress upon
Parliament the heavy burden of the costs
they were compelled to shoulder under the
provisions of existing legislation. They
pointed out that a fee of £50 for a pearl
dealer’s general license was exorbitant, aud
was a charge that was not levied on the pur-
chazers of anv other eommodity produced
in the State. Personally I eannot sce why
the man who buys pearls, which are a pro-
duct of the State, should be mulet in a heavy
fee such as £50, when others can buy wheat,
sugar, and other commodities without having
to pay a high fee.

Hon. €. G. Latham: What about sandal-
wood.

Hon. P. D. FERGUSON: T would like to
feel that I had done something to assist the
pearling industry by helping to secure a
reduction in the costs that those associated
with that activity are called upon to bear.
The industry, sinee the tremendous blow ex-
perienced recenfly, has been labouring under
great disadvantages. So great are those
disabilities, due in the first place to the re-
duced value of pearls and pearl shell in the
markets of the world on account of the fin-
ancial depression, that even the National
Commonwealth Government, in their wis-
dom, came to the assistance of the industry
by providing a substantial grant. That
action was supported by the State Govern-
ment. who realised the necessity to do some-
thing to prevent the industry reaching the
verge of extinction. Whether it is nght o
reduce the charge respecting a pearl dealer’s
license by 50 per cent., as suggested by the
Leader of the Oppaosition, or to leave the
reduction in the hands of the Minister 1o
levy what he may deem fit, I do not quite
know: hui T do know that thosze engaged in
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the industry are loud in their demands for a
reduction, and for that reason I shall sup-
port the second reading of the Bill.

TEE MINISTER FOR THE NORTH-
WEST (Hon, F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne—in
reply) [5.51: The Bill was designed to assist
thoze engaged in the pearling industry, and
for no other purpose, at the request of those
engaged in the industry. After considera-
tion had been given to their disabilities in
every possible way, the prineiples embodied
in the Bill and the alterations that the eas-
ure purports to make to the existing law
were incorporated on the recommendation
of the Chief Inspector of Fisheries, who, to-
gether with fhose engaged in the industry st
Broome, can, T think, elaim to know the re-
quirements of the industry at the moment.
In 1929, as the Leader of the Opposition
indicated, a Bill to amend the Pearling Act
wus passed giving the Minister power to ro-
duee the license fee for hand-pumped hoats.
That wns done for a speeial purpose. Al
that time every industry throughout ihe
world, fizuratively speaking, was returning
to hand pumps. In luxury industries par
ticularly, it was necessary that production
should lie somewhat reduced, and that was
dene in connection with pearling under what
was known as the Gerdau scheme, which
limited their oulput, and was legislated for
accordingly. The charge of a license for a
hand-pump boat was lelt to the diseretion
of the Minister, and that method has worked
auite satisfactorily. Surely the Leader of
the Opposition wounld not suggest that any
Minister would impose a charge that wonld
he unlair to the industry or, going to the
other extreme, fevy a charge as a minimumn
that would also be unfair. As to the charge
of €30 for a pearl dealer’s general license, 1
can indicate to the Leader of the Opposition
how a reduetion in the charge will materially
lielp the peaple at Braome. As the member
for Kimberley {Mr. Coverley) stated, there
is one pearl buver only on the North-West
coast at the momeni. That gentleman has his
headquarters at Shark Bay. If the eharge
for a pear] dealer’s license were reasonable,
he wonld visit Broome. He represents
a Parisian firm. If he were to hear
that there was a rare gem procur-
ahle at Onslow. he could pot
o there and inspect it with a view to pur-
chasine unless lhe had a dealer's general
ficense, which costs €30, It is not in the hest
interests of the induslry to force those en-
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gaged in it on to the illicit market to dispose
of their pearls, in order to secure some
money with which to carry on. I have it
very definitely direct from the buyer I have
referred to that he would take out a general
license for pearl buying on the North-West
coast if the charge were reasonable, and that
is the reason for the proposed reduction
from the £50 basis. We should encourage
competition among pearl buyers, for there
is definitely a market on the Continent to-
day for gems, The fact that there is this
dealing in gems is the reason for the im-
position of the license fee in the first place.
These people are not dealing in a commodity
of everyday use, but in a luzury commodity,
and it is on the basis of luzury that the
charge for such licenses is always imposed,
I hope thet the Bill will be agreed to in its
present form because I ean assure members
that, after having given a great deal of con-
sideration to the matter, it is in the interests
of the industry.

Question put and passed.
~ Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL—MORTGAGEES' RIGHTS RE-
STRICTION ACT CONTINUANCE.
Received from the Council and read a

first time,

BILL—TENANTS, PURCHASERS AND
MORTGAGORS’ RELIEF ACT
AMENDMENT.

Returned without amendment.

LOAN ESTIMATES, 1935-36.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the 24th October; JMr. Slee-
man in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £39,777:

HON. C. G. LATHAM (York) [5.12]:
Within the last two or three weeks, members
have had opportunities to review the finan-
cial position of the State fairly exhaus-
tively. We have had hefore us the Revenue
Esiimates, two taxing measures, and now we
have the Loan Estimates. I do not propose
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to repeat myself during my remarks on the
presont Estimates.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Evidently they did
not satisfy Mr. Seddon in another place.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: This House has
nothing to do with another place, but I am
glad to know that the member for Guildford-
Midland (Hon. W. D. Johnson) has time to
read what other people have to say.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: The pity of it is
that they do not do the work,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM;: I have not much
time to read what other people’s views are.
The Loan Estimates show that the Govern-
ment propose to continue the policy they
have followed during the last two years or
50, 50 far as I can see. With the exception
of a small reduction, due to the faet that
the Government’s programme for the year
is slightly less than it was for the preceding
12 months, the Estimates are practically
on all fours with those introduced last
year. The Premier’s statement the other
evening indicated that it may be diffi-
eult to float the total loan during the year,
and it may mean that the Estimates
themselves will have to be modified.
We ought to take very great care in the
spending of these funds in vieW of the pre-
sent position of our State’s business. It is
very diffieult to get hold of money, and dif-
fieult to find investments to justify the ex-
penditure of loan funds. The Acting Min-
ister for Employment told us the other even-
ing how difficult it was to provide publie
works which would mean expenditure on
wages rather than on material. Bui dur-
ing the eurrent year it is proposed to spend
a great deal of money on metropolitan
water supply and sewerage. 1 am sorry
the Government have not gone on with the
proposal introduced here last year, to set
up a metropolitan hoard of works. Had
that been done, the board would have been
responsible for the provision of this money,
axd so it would noi have been a charge
aainst the State’s debts.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: What about the
Commonwealth’s contribution?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: There is no con-
tribution to the loans heing floated now,

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Yes, there is.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, I find that
provision is made for the same sam of
money year after vear.

The Minister for Justice: The Common-
wealth have taken over the finding of a pro-
portion of the interest payments.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, they make
an snllowance of, I think, £243,000 every
year.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: What are you try-
ing to prove?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That we still have
to find the money. The amount provided
by the Commonwealth is, I see, £473,432,
They have found that ever since the Finan-
e1al Agreement came into operation. That
iz & portion of the iuterest contributions.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I was speaking of
the sinking fund contributions. We include
that in the rate charged.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think so.

The Premier: The contribution is based
on the per capita payment which we unsed
to have from the Commonwealth; the 25s.
per capita payment. So that statement
could he very misleading.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I have tried to
find out where they make contributions
to the loans floated year by year.

The Premier: The payments by the Com-
monwealth are based on what they used to
pay to the State up to 25s. per head of the
population. The only extra contribution
trom the Commonwealth is that paid by the
Commonweaith towards the sinking fund.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: 1 helieve they pay
5s. per cent. sinking fund. In any case
it would have heen a good idea to follow
ap the suggestion made for the creation of
a metropolitan board of works. That is
what the Eastern States have done. Had
that been done, we would not have baen
building up such a big national debt.

Hon. W. D. Johnson interjected.

Hon. C. G. TLATHAM: I wish the hon.
gentleman would make his own speech.

Mr. Marshall: That is more-than you ean
do.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I azk vou, Me.
Chairman, to give me opportunity to say
what T have to say; other mombers can
speak at a later siage. Then there is the
money to he found for the new power house
at East Perth. That ought to have been
the responsibility of a metropolitan hoard
of works. When T was in the 0ld Counntry,
the Imperial Governmeni were anxious to
assist in the increasing of railway faeilities
for the City of London, and proposed to
borrow £33,000,000 for the purpose. But
instead of the Government doing the work,
as is done in this State, they hand it over
te a hoard which will be responsible for the
interest and the repayment of the loan.
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That is similer to what I suggested just
now—a hoard of works. It means that the
Government have nothing to do with the
running of the concern, for the board is
there to see that the money is expended, and
so the only relationship the board has with
the Government is eventually to look to the
repayment of the loan. Evidently they find
that system more satisfactory than the sys-
tem we follow here. To provide require-
ments for the city, we are now going on
the loan market to raise money for those
works, whereas if that were not necessary we
should be able to go on the loar market to

raise funds for our industries. I notice
in the Lean Estimates there 1is very
little money for the agricultural in-

dustry; as a matter of fact, there is
a considerable reduetion, Last vear the
amount was £414,649, but this year it has
been reduced to £340,500, This may be all
right while the Federal Government still
agree that we shall go eap-in-hand and
ask them for assistance whenever we are
suffering seasonal disabilities, but that is
oniy forcing us into unification.

The Premier: If the hon. member will
look at Item No. 42 on the Estimates, he
will find the explanation of the reduction.
A large amount of money was expended
last year on works that are now finished,
and so a similar amount is not required
this year.

Hon. C. G.
ring to irrigation and drainage in
South-West,

The Premier: No.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: Well, T cannot
follow the Premier at all. This money in-
¢ludes the £100,000 for reforestation, and
nther money unsed for clearing up Agrieul-
tural Bank properties in the South-West
and such-like. What I am concerned ahout
is that we should have some money avail-
able to help our agrienltural industry,
which to-day demands assistance.

The Premier: It is available.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Well, I cannot
find it in the Estimates. We ought to
make provision in these Estimates for at
least a.quarter of a million pounds for that
parpose. I agree that during the last week
or 5o the timely rains have reduced the ne-
cessity in certain parts of the State, but
undoubtedly finaneial assistanee is urgently
needed in some other parts of the State.
The Minister for Agricalture, when ir

LATHAM: That is refer-
the
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Merredin the other day, had brought home
to him the necessity for immediate assis-
tance to the agricultural industry.

The Premier: There will not be any lack
of funds for those who need assistance.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I am pleased to
have that assavance. But the idea to-day
is that we should go to the Federal Gov-
ernment. Presently the Federa! Govern-
ment will tell this State Parliament thut
thern is no necessity for such a Parlia-
ment, and that the State can be managed
entirely from Canberra. T am not a uni-
fieationist, nor, I hope, is any other mem-
ber of this Flouse, for we know how difii-
cult it would be to have our affairs man-
aged by an authority at such a long dis-
tance. Just the same, whenever we necd
assistance, we have to go to Canberra. Out
of this £2,600,000 we are raising, we ought
to set aside a quarter of a million for the
agrienltural industry. Here is the posi-
tion: five years ago we produced 53,000,000
bushels of wheat, whereas this year our
wheat produetion is not likely to exeeed
20,000,000 bushels. Tt must be remembered
that the agricultural industry provides a
great deal of employment for those en-
gaged on farms, together with revenue for
the railways and work for Fremantle and
other ports. Tt is very serious when we
sea the falling-off of our wheat production
in this State, and when we have farmers
gathered together. as they lave (been
recently, asking for a million pounds’
worth of assistance—some actually asked
that it be £2,000,000. I do not know whe-
ther they had any idea as to what extent
the dry period has affected the industry,
but certainly we should show some inter-
est in the industry by providing a bigger
sum on the Estimates with which to re-
lieve that indusiry.

The Minister for Agriculture: We have
never shown any lack of interest.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then why are so
many farmers leaving the industry?

The Minister for Agriculture: Certainly
it is not due to any neglect on the part of
the (Government.

The Premier: It is not a question of a
bigger sum, for the sum provided here will
meet the circumstanees.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I do not think it
is nearly sufficient. It is of no use
the Minister for Agriculture saying there
is no lack of interest in the industry; the
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very fact of owr having all these idle
lands on our hands shows that there is a
great lack of interest somewhere.

The Premier: You are telling the same
old story,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No, it is not the
same old story, "It is a very serions story,
for it is not only how the position affects
the Government of the State, but also how
it affects every wan seeking to retain his
interest in the industry,

The Premier: Wounld the conditions he
altered in that respeet if we were to
double this amount?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Yes, I believe
they would be altered. I want the Treen-
surer to fim in his mind the plight
of the Tarmer who has pnt in 12 months
work, only to find his erop o failure
There 15 not much inducement for him
to remain on his farm after four or five
years of that sorl of cxperience. Conse-
quently, he picks up his gear, such as it is,
and goes off to the goldfields in the hope of
finding there something better worth while.

The Minister for Lands: It would he
better if a lot of them were to do that,
rather than eontinue trying to farm when
they eannot.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Tt is a pretty poor
outlook if we are to follow the advice of
the Minister for Lands. For many years
pasi it has been the policy of successive
Governments to enconrage the agrieultural
industry. In 1914 the Government of the
day put on their Loan Estimates three-
guarters of a million for the assistance of
the drought-affected farmers,

The Premier: I am afraid that part of
this failore we have had has been brought
about by the fact that we have done too
much for the industry.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM I do not know
what the Premier means hy that. The
policy of forcing agricultural development
may not have been a very sound one, bui at
the same time the Premier must not forgut
that for a number of years this industry has
returned annually a tremendous lot of
money to the State. TIn the long run the
poliey has probably been quite a sound one.

The Premier: 8o long as the State will
find the money to keep men in a job, for
which they are not suited, so long will they
stay there, and the greater will be the loss
to the nation.
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Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premier is
referring to misfits on farms, They went
Jong ago. The men on the land to-day ought
to have assistance becansze of the season, and
the shortage of rain.

The Premier: What Government assist-
ance did the early settlers receive?

Hon. C. G, LATHAXN: What kind of
progress did we make in those days?

The Premier: Solid progress.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: We huve spent a
large amouni of loan funds in developing
agriculture, Out of that expenditure we
have returned to the people and the State
from the industry at least £70,000,000,

'The Premier: It has cost that.

Hon. C. G. LATIHAM: It has not cost
nearly that amount.

Mr, Cross: How much has heen written
oft?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: These men cannot
help themselves. If they could, I would not
be putting up a plea for them. For five
years they have been battling against low
prices and have been strnggling on. Even
now those who are best off have great diffi-
eulty in making ends meet, while in other
cases they have not been able to make ends
meet, exeept possibly in the ease of those
who have had ahove the State average yield.

The Premier: Is not the State as a whole
doing its hest for these people?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Still wmore re-
quires to be done. I have not said any-
thing about what the Government have
done.

The Premier: T am not talking polities,
but asking what this State as a whole has
done.

Hon. . G. LATHAM: We ought to have
at least a quarter of a million this year
for assistance to these people, instead of
the paltry sum we find on the Estimates.

The Minister for Lands: What did you do
with ail the money vou had?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We did not have
pearly as much money as the present Gov-
ernment have had. T remember the Minister
for Lands sitling on this side of the House
when the Premier said he would provide
£100,000 and sign a cheque for it and chanee
whether it was met or not, and T remember
how the Minister for Lands supported that
statement. I think there is roughly about
£40,000 on the Estimates to assist the agri-
cultural industry at a time when it eannot
help itself, and has snffered so extensively
through adverse seasons and eircumstances.
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The Minisier for Lands: Has not the
Agricultural Bank been of assistance?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: How much nmoney
has the bank had in the last two years?

The Minister for Lands: All the money
it wanted.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then it is not
doing its job. Another serious factor is ihe
depopulation of the agricultural areas. We
are spending at least a million and a yuar-
ter in the eity, and depopulating the very
distrieis which support the city, People are
being encouraged to come to the metropoli-
tan avea, becanse hetter conditions are pro-
vided for them there.

The Premier: Will you indieate whai .
itein, making up the million and a quarter,
you would cut out?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : The sewerage sys-
tem in the southern portion of the ¢ity could
tave been held over for the fime being.

The Premier: Especially in Nedlands.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Even there. Most
of these places have already provided them.
selves with septic tank systems. Let us main-
tain our industries. When they are in a
flourishing condition we can then find money
for these exira services for the eity.

The Premier: Oy induostries are being
maintained.

Hon. C. G. LATITAM: T disagree with
the Fremier. It is no use arguing across the
floor of the Chamber. Numbers of people
have already left the agrieultural areas, and
without assistance more will leave.

The Premier: Would il suit vou to cut out
the water supply for Perth?

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: I do not suggest
that, We could have taken a guarter of a
million from the works in the eity for the
maintenance of our industries. Unless we
o maintain our industries, the city will be
of very liftle nse to us. The city developed
more when agriculture was flourishing than
it did at any other time. 1 am stressing the
importanee of the industry, not finding fault
with the Premier. We should have provided
more on the Estimales this vear.

The Premier: We are not neglecting the
industry,

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T do not know
where the Premier will find the monev.

The Premicer: We will get it. It is there.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I strongly object
to going eap in hand to the Federal Govern-
ment asking for assistanee for everything
we want. Ii is right thev should assist this
State, if we cannot find the finances with
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which to earry on our industries. They have
as great a responsibility as we have. If we
cannot manage our own allairs, they will say
it is about time they took them over. Thal
would be a retrograde step. Five years ago
this State produced 53.000,000 bushels of
wheat, Even allowing for the season this
year we ought to be produeing at least
40,000,000 hushels. The yield this year may
he 20,000,000 hushels. I think the Great
Southern and other parts of the somth will
make up for the shortages elsewhere. I am
not going to tell a doleful tale. Generally
speaking, I do not think the season is so
very bad, but parts of the State are suffer-
ing severely. It is in those parts 1 desire
that the people should be assisted so that
they may remain on the land. Farmers are
leaving their holdings, and in so doing are
depreciating the value of securities gener-
ally. One man may be working his farm,
and around him may be ten holdings belong-
ing to the Government, without a soul upon
them.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And only breeding
rabbits, )

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That must be a
serious matter to the farmer who is left; his
values are absolutely gone.

The Premier: Do you suggest the Gov-
ernment are not deing their best to counter-
aict that position?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I should like to
hear what they are doing.

The Premier: But you know.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: 1 have given the
‘new commissioners of the Agricultural Bank
& fair chance to show what they are pre-
parved to do and arve shle to do. [ admit
‘they have been in office only a few months,
and 1 have not said a word against them.
At the same time, I have seen but very little
progress since they took office.

The Premier: What progress could they
make in the time?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Then why the
neeessity for the change? They were ap-
pointed beeause this House was dissatisfied
with the previous administration. T have
‘not eriticised them, and am prepared to give
them a reaconable chance.

The Premier: They are re-organising the
whole thing.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: T am waiting for
the report of the commissioners, which has
not vet heen tabled. T wani to see what
their proposals are. No one will peruse the
report more keenly than I. They must

[ASSEMBLY.]

justify their appointment. So far I see
nothing thev have done that does justify
the alteration. The question is a very seri-
ous one. Members on this side who go out
into the country and hear the stories that
are told them, and see things as they are,
know what the actual position is. 1 appeal
to the Government to give more serious con-
sideration to the setting aside of a sum of
money to keep these people on the land.
Long ago the misfits have left and have
sought other avoeations.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: Why are men leav-
ing their farms?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Because they do
not see any prospects ahead.

Hon. W. . Johnson: How eould the Gov-
ernment ereate a prospeect?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No one knows
better than the hon. member, who is asso-
ciated with the largest co-operative conecern
in the State, that these people bhave
struggled for five years against low prices,
and this year have struck a bad season,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They have not
reached the stage when they are suffeving
from that.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM : 1 am surprised at
the hon. member, whe knows as well as i do
what the farmers have been through in the
last five years. )

Hon. AW, D. Johnson: That is sq,
what could the Government do?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: It is of course
impossible for the Government fo improve
prices,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Then what are you
moaning ahout?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
these people provided for.
Hon. W. D. Johason:

for the future,

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Who is talking
about the past? I thought the lion. mem-
ber would assist me in seeing that an
adequate sum was placed on the Estimates.
All he is doing is to enunciate a break-down
poliecy. There is nothing constructive ahout
that.

The Premier: A breaking-down of your
ridieulous argument.

Mr. Raphael: Why do you not put into
the agricultural industry the money that is
being spent on the roads in York?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: That is another
wise interjection. The hon. member should
know that the £384,000 which comes from

but

I want to sec

That is a matter
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ihe Commonwealth Governmeni for roads is
drawn from the petrol tax, which is im-
posed for rvad eonstruction. He should net
mislead the publie by that kind of interjec-
tion. We can hope for no constructive
poliey from that quarter. What we need is
.a constructive policy for the maintenunce of
men on the land. We are spending monay

won  the eity  whilst our industries are
starving.

The Premier: On what works are we
spending thiz money? Tell us.

Hon. ¢. G. LATHAM:
Premier.

The Premier: §t would be verv interest-
‘ing if yvou would tell us.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: | know what the
Premier is getting at.,

The Premier: Tell us where we are spend-
ing it.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM; The people of the
" eity have enough commonsense to know that
the first call is o maintain the industries of
the State. They will baek any Govermment
that will put the industries of the State on
a sound basis.

The Premier: You say we are spending
money in the city.

FHon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premier
wants to make political capital out of what
I am saying. He is doing so for political
purposes, but he will not teap me.

The Premier: You said we were spending
money in the eity.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Government
are installing a sewerage system that could
wait for another year.

The Premier: That is good: now what
about the water supply?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM:
maintained.

The Premier: Thanks for the answers.

The Minister for Lands: And what of the
power staiion?

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: The money was
provided for that last year, and has mnot
¥et been expended.

Mr. Cross: Is the sewerage system not
necessary ¥

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I am only asking
for a small sum, not for the whole of the
ncney to be spent on the agricultural in-
dustry. We are not making adequate pro-
vision for an industry which iz of such im-
portance to the State. Will the Premier in
his reply say where he is providing ade-
quately for the industry? I can see nothing

I have told the

That must be
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on the Estimates but a meagre sum set down
for assistance to farmers. There is a small
sum under the Industries Assistance Act, but
it 1s very small. T vead to-day of a request
for a million. Such request may seem un-
reasomable.  Bui we should make arrange-
wents for at least a quarter of a million for
our larmers from State funds. Many of
them will have to be provided with seed.
while some will require feed for their stock
and fertiliser for next vear, in addition to
sustenance to maintain themselves and their
Families. )

The Premier: We have done for the farm-
ers more than any other Government have
done.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: We have only to
look at the Agriculture Vote for a num-
ber of years past to find that if is becoming
gradually less each year.

The Premicr: Its becoming less means
that there are not so many requirements.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Of course the
Treasurer wants to get into an argument.
At the present time we have public works
being carried out that are not very attrac-
tive; they certainly are not atiractive to
those who are working on the land for
nothing. While such works are providing
a few shillings for those engaged on them,
the farmers see nothing but blank failure
ahead. It is the latter for whom T am
putting up a plea this afternoon. T want
the Premier to do what he did two years
ago when he wus op this side of the House.

The Premier: What was that?

Hon. €, . LATHAM: He put up a good
plea for the farmers and his speech on that
occasion was printed in pamphlet form and
distributed throughout the State,

The Premier: And [ made good after that

speech. I did what I promised then and
more than that.
Hon. C, G. LATHAM: TUnfortunately

facts and figures do not prove what the
Premier says. There are fewer men on the
land now, and the wheat vield has dwindled
away. Facis and figures decide whether or
not the Government have done all that they
set out fo do.

Hon. W. D. Johnson interjected.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I cannot expect
any progressive policy from the hon. mem-
ber who just interjected. T bave listened
attentivelv for something of a construetive
nature from him, but in vain. He knows
what the position of the farmers is just
now,
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The Premier: May I suggest that you
advanee something in the nature of what
ought to be done that is not béing done?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We should pro-
vide a quarter of a million on the Esti-
mates with which to purehase sufficient
chaff at a reasonable price while there is
the opportunity of buying it, and so that
we may not have to import it from the East-
ern States. We should also provide suffi-
cient seed wheat that is procurable ovr will
be procurable very shortly, instead of hav-
ing mixed secd gathered up at the sidings.
We should make sure of providing susten-
ance for the maintenance of farmers and
their families in the dry areas, and also suf-
ficient money with which to purehase quph-
cate parts for machinery, and also fertiliser
for the next erop. T do not want this done
in a general way from one end of the State
to another, because many farmers to-day
will be far better off than they were last
vear, and they will not require any assist-
ance. I see nothing in the Loan Estimates
to justify any eomments beyond that inade-
quate provision has been made for men on
the land. I know that the Government are
commitied to certain expenditure and they
are making proviston for the Canning Dam
and other works which will have to be con-
tinued. About £27,000 is to be gpent on
river reclamation. This eould be held over
for another year. It provides employment
for.half a dozen men, that is all. Most of
the money spent on that work is going up
in smoke, otherwise in fuel.

The Premier: Of course there is no im-
provement as a result of this work!

Hon., C. G. LATITAM: I have no objec-
tion to the city being provided for, hut let
the people in the city make the necessary
provision. The mest important thing is to
maintain our industries at as high a stand-
ard as possihle.

The Premier: YWho has paid all the losses
the State has ineurred in eonneetion with
agriculture?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The farmers have
paid half a dozen times over.

The Premier: Qh!

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: The Premier has
only to get hold of the returns which will
show him how the State has benefited by
the export of wheat and wool. Only a few
vears ago all our wool was produced in the
pastoral areas; to-day 50 per cent. of it
comes from the agricultural areas.
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The Premier: Who has found all the
money that has been expended in. the agri-
cultnral areas?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Anvway, most of
it has been repaid. I do not propose to
act the role of schoolmaster and tell mem-
bers what has been done. They ean check
everyvthing for themselves. 1 tell the Pre-
mier, however, that most of the meney has
been repaid.

The Tremier: Of ecourse, indirectly.
Everybody pays everything indirectly.

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: I admit that in
the last few years it has been difficult to
obtain any repayments. But we must re-
memhber what has been the result of all this
expenditure. Even in the group settlement
areas we are now producing practieally all
the butter required by the State. It is not
so very long sinec we were sending between
£400,000 and £500,000 a year to the other
States for our butter supplies. Now we’
have overeome that.

The Premier: Of course, indircetly every-
thing comes bhack; there would be scarcely
a farmer in this country if the money had
not heen found by the taxpayers outside
the farming areas,

The CHATIRMAN: Order! The Leader
of the Opposition should address the Chair
and not take notice of the interjections.

Hon."C. G. LATHAM: May T suggest
to the Premier that he should have a return
prepared showing the amount of money ad-
vanced by the Agricultoral Bank to the
people in the agrienltural areas, and the
amomnt repaid. Taking the Bank advances
and the advances under the Indusiries As-
sistance Act, the Premier would find that
with the exception of repurchased proper-
ties, a considerable proportion had been
repaid.

The Premier:
I'nhlic Acconnts.

Hon. C. G, LATHAM: I admit there are
2 few properties respecting whieh there las
beern a big accumulation of outstanding
debts, but generally speaking the money hos
heen repaid, exeept in the South-West, Tn
that part of the State there hag heen a biz
teturn in the shape of the production of
hutter for which previously we were send-
ing money to the Eastern States.

The Premier: But surely the hon. mem-
ber is familiar with the fizures. How ean
lie say that the money has been repaid? Tt
has not heen repaid; it is still owing—mi}-
lions of pounds.

The figures ave given in



[29 Ocroser, 1935.]

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Of course we can
go on indefinitely in this way. I can show
what has been advanced and the repayments
that have been made. I will guarantee that
well over 70 per eent. of the capital ad-
vanced by the Bank has been repaid.
~ The Minister for Justice: How much has
been repaid over the last five years?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: Very little, 1
adiit.  Bat the indnstry during the last
five vears has not been in a position to re-
pay. anvthing. Why ask that guestion? My
reference was to the peried prior to the last
five years.

The Premier: We are dealing with facts
now.

Hon. €. G. LATHAM: Apd I am stat-
ing facts. The people in the city are being
misled by such statements as that which we
have heard that ihe farming community
have been kept by the people in the city.

The Premier: Who said that?

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: We know very
well it has been said. The taxpaver, as the
Premier so often savs, has provided the
eapital. Of conrse, he sets himself on a
very fine pedestal, and it is ahout time the
people were told that they owe money to the
industry, if there is any money owing, and
not that the industry is indebted to the
people. I have voiced my opinions, and T
hope the Premier will do his best to ohtain
sufficient monev to ensure that those who
are in the dry areas that are worthy of
assistance through adversity will receive the
assistance to which they ave entifled. But
immediately we on this side of the House
ask for anything, we appear to get into
trouble. As a matter of faet, our requests
are very moderate indeed, and after ail we
represent a very important scetion of the
community.

The Premier: Yon do not represeni them
at all.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: No?

The Premier: There are are better far-
mers on this side of the House than there
are on your side.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I hope the Pre-
mier will not proceed any further on those
lines.

The Premier: I am willing to back the
Minister for Lands as a farmer against yon
any day.

Hon. C. 6. LATHAM: T wonder how
many acres of land the Minister for Tands
has cleared and fallowed.
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The CHAIRMAN: All this has nothing
to do with the Loan Estimates.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM: I have listened
to this kind of thing here for the last ten
or twelve years, but it does not go down
with me. I have no intention of placing
myself on a pedestal as far as farming is
concerned, but I consider I have done a darn
sight more than any member on the other
side of the House. Probably I am one of
those who have benefifed, hut every penny
piece T have borrowed has been repaid.

The Premier: You bave no right to speak
for all the farmers. .

Hon, C. G. LATHAM: T have never pre-
tended to represent all the farmers. At the
same fime every member on this side of the
House represents an agriculinral area, and
therefore we are entitled to speak for the
agriculturists. In any ease I infend to do
z0 50 long as 1 represent a farming com-
munity. All T am asking for is that the
sum of wmoney to be devoted to agrienl-
ture shall be adequate.

THE MINISTER TOR LANDS (Hon.
M. ¥, Troy—Mt. Magnet) [6.0]: T do not
think I have ever listened in this Chamber
to anything so disereditable or so unfair
as the speech delivered by the Leader of
the Opposition,

Mr. Hawke: He is getting desperate.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: His re-
marks were simply a specch to the gallery.
The cleetions oceur next vear and the hon.
member made that speech in order to get
an advertisement. Last vear he made a
similar speech. On that oceasion also he
complained of the inadequacy of this vote.

Mr. Thorn: Was he speaking then with
eleetions in mind?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In reply
to his complaint on that occasion, it was
shown that some of the moner was in re-
payment of advances made in the previ-
ous year, and that the vote compared more
than lavourably with that of the previous
year. The hon. member accepted that ex-
planation withont question: he was satis-
fied. But three or four months later a by-
election occurred in the distriet of Avon,
and the statement he had made here he re-
peated in Avon, notwithstanding that in
the meantime he had aceepted the explana-
tion given in this Chamber, What can we
say of a man of that kind? What import-
anee can we atfach to the word of a man
of that kind? He had charged the Gov-
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ernment with not granting help to agricul-
turists and then he accepted the explana-
tion only to repeat the charges in the coun-
try a few months later.

Hon. €. G. Latham: Where did I make
that statement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: In Avon.

Hon. €. G. Latham: In what part of
Avon?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: At Mer-
redin.

Mr. Thorn: Read the statement to us.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During
the Avon election campaign he repeated
the charges.

Hon. P D. Ferguson: The electors of
Avon believed him, not you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A mem-
ber who would do that sort of thing is
a very poor character indeed. In the House
he said in effeet, **Thauk you, I am satis-

fied,”” and six months later he repeated.

the aceusation, knowing that there was no-
thing in it, His speech to-day has been
one of the very same kind. Of course it
has come from the same man. He wants
to be able to quote during the forthcom-
ing election campaign what he and his
colleagues did and not what they did not do.
The hon. member is not nearly the man
that superficially he pretends to be,

Hon. C, G. Latham: You are a good
judge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am.

Hon. C. G. Latham: A beantiful judge.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am.
Another member went to Ballidu and con-
demned the Government. e said that we
were the only Government who had ever
refused a sum of monev to provide bulk
bandling facilities for the farmers. He
mnust have known that the Government that
refused the money was the Government of
which he was a member, If he did not
know, he is an ignoramus. However, he
had no hesitation in making that state-
ment at Ballidu, although he must have
known thai the Clovernment that refused
the money was the Government he sup-
ported. The hon. member has offered no
apology for his statement.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: No, but 1 made
an explanation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
whom?

Hon. P, T). Ferguson: Te you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Never.

To
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Yes, when you
brought it up previously.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: ‘‘Han-
sard’’ does not record a word about it.
The mathods of members opposite are very
discreditable. This vote is not one to as-
sist the industry in the manner indicated
by the Leader of the Opposition. The vote
has never been used for help to farmers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: To which vote are
you referring? I was speaking on the Esti-
mates generally. You do not know what
you are talking about,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is all
a subterfuge. The Government of which the
hon. member was a member never utilised
this vote to assist farmers.

Hon. €. G. Latham: I suppose they took
the money out of revenne.

The Premier: Oh, revenue!

Hon. C. G. Latham: Then, where did they
get it?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During
the hen. member’s term of office farmers
were leaving the land in thousands, and
during the whole of that time the money
provided by this vote was being expended
on work in other parts of the country, Take
the Frankland River seitlement: Out of this
vole the previous Government spent £53,0060
and cleared 600 acres of land.

Hon. C, G. Latbam: And what did you
do at Forrestania, where the land is still
uneleared 7

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. C. G. Latham: You cannot put up
that bluff.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I had no
hand in the expenditure at Forrestania. Dur-
ing the term of the previous Government,
as I have pointed out, £53,000 was spent on
cleaving 600 acres of Iand, and only last
yvear the Leader of the Opposition said that
that land was good dairying land. He said
that in justification of the expenditnre. The
people in the neighbourhood are not of that
opinion. I think an advisory board were
appointed, of which Mr. Law was a member,
and that they reecommended the expenditure.
Mr, Law sogpested that I obtain a report
from Mr. Hadley, who is farming at Frank-
land River. That report is on the file. Mr.
Hadley said that the land was no good for
dairying. Since then the Lands Department
have made the land available for selection
and we have not received a solitary appli-
eation for it. Thus, £53,000 has gone west,
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Hon. C. G. Latham: Have you received
any applications for your blocks?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I also
lay at the hon. memher’s door the expendi-
ture of £14,000 at Margaret River. That
money was spent on clearing poor country.
We stopped the expenditure. The hon.
member ealls that agricultvral development.

The Premier: And do not mention the
millions spent on group settlement.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Including what you
spent in your six years of office, from 1924
to 1930,

The Premier: Cleaning up your job.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
previous Government wasted thousands

of pounds on works of that kind. I
propose to give still further examples of
their expenditure. At Herdsman’s Lake a
sum of no less than £200,000 has gone west,
and the previous Government alone were re-
- sponsible for that expenditure. For all that
outlay, it does not bring in a shilling. The
Peel Estate is another instance. The hon.
member quarrelled with his own party over
group settlement, left the party, but erawled
back later on. '

Hon. €. G. Latham: T ask for a with-
drawal of that statement, which is ahso-
lutely untrue.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: First of
all, let the hon, memher withdraw the word
“untrue.”

The CHAIRMAN: To what statement
does the Leader of the Opposition object?

Hon. C. G. Latham: That T left my party
beeause of the gronp settlement policy and
then erawled hack.

The GHAIRMAX: The hon. member
asks that the statement be withdrawn.

The MINXISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
he asked to withdraw as offensive something
that is quite true. The hon. member did
feave his party.

"The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
regards it as offensive, it is up to Lhe Minis-
ter to withdraw it.

The MINISER FOR LAXDS:
not be offensive. it is troe.

Hon. C. G. Laiham: I say it is offensive.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Did not
the hon. member leave his party? Did not
Mr. Monger chase him around the country
addressing meetings?

Hon. C. G. Latham: Mr. Chairman, am I
to be protectegd by vou or am I not?

It ean-
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The CHAIRMAN: The bon. member has
asked for a withdrawal of the statement and
I ask the Minister to withdraw it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I men-
tioned something that was true. It is a posi-
tive fact that the hon. member left his party.

The Premier: That is true,

The CHAIRMAN : The Minister must ac-
cept the bon. member’s assurance that he
did no such thing.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I cannot
do that; what I bave said is true,

Hon. C. G. Latham: I have no objection
to the Mimster’s saying that I left the
party, but I object to his connecting it
with group settlement. Group settlement
had nothing to do with it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Mr.
Chairman, are you asking me to withdraw
something that the hon. member admits?

The Premier: You have been asked to
withdraw something that he now admits.

The CHAIRMAN : The hon. member asks
for 'a withdrawal.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have been very
fair to you. Be fair fo us!?

The Premier interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: I ask the Premier to
keep order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member, in supporting the previous Govern-
ment, was responsible for the expenditure
on the Peel Estate and on group settlement.
A sum of £2,600,000 has been spent on the
Peel Estate without having obtained a re-
turn of a shilling. Huge sums of money
have heen spent on group settlement, and
we know that the State Grants Commission
appoinied by the Federal Government con-
demned this State because of the expendi-
ture on group settlement. We would have
received more money in the shape of Fede-
ral grants had it not been for what the
Commission fermed our excessive generosity
in the matter of expenditure on agricultural
development.

Hon. C. G. Latham: During the years
1924 to 1930.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
did the hon. member do during his three
vears of office?

Hon. C. G. Latham: That was quite a
different period.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
would he do again if he had the oppor-
tunity ?
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Mr. Seward: He would tell the truth, at
any rate.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
niember utilised this vote for some special
settlements in the South-West, He had his
own speeial settlement at Nornalup., e
utilised some good land there and I re-
gret that a gredt many seftlers he placed
there are not there to-day. Why did they
leave? Will the hon, member tell us?

Hon, C. G. Latham: Yes, beeause they got
something more attractive than we paid
them,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Farm-
ers have left the wheat areas and gone to
the goldfields becanse they eould get some-
thing more attractive there. Other settlers
have left their holdings beeansg they could
get something more attractive.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They went to work
on the roads in the South-West.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Farmers
have gone to the goldfields because tem-
porarily they have something more attrac-
tive. Who would blame anybody for leaving
his oceupation for something more attrac-
tive? Is it not a fact that people often
leave somcthing that does not pay in favour
of something that does pay? No morve
settlers have left the land during the pre-

sent administration than left during the
hon. member’s term of office. When the

hon.” member was AMinister for Lands, the
then member for Avon directed his atten-
tion to the thousands of farmers who were
leaving the land. Is that not a fact? Did
he do anything to retain them on the land?
No. This vear assistance has been granted
to the farmers in the north-eastern parts of
the wheat belt, not from this vote——

Hon, C. G. Latham: Yo, but from the
grant given yon hy the Commonwealth Glo-
vernment.

The Premier: No, not a shilling of it.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yes.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 730 pan.

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: Now
that the Leader of the Opposition has
spoken of the atfitude of the Government
towards the farmer, it is fair that T should
make some comparison between our ad-
ministrative methods and the methods em-
ploved by the Government of whiel he was
a memher. T also wish to deal with the ex-
penditure of money under this Vote com-
pared with the manner in which the money,
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also under this Vote, was spent by the
previous  Government, When the hon.
member was in office, his Government did
nob spend one penny out of this Vate
in helping any resident farmer, nob one
shilling, hat money was spent in providing
work for the unemployed on the Fraokland
River area.

Hon. €. (. Latham: When the farmers
were supplied with superphosphate, where
did the money come from?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Out of
funds provided hy the Finanee and Develop-
ment Board.

Hon, C. G. Latham: Out of loan funds.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T will
comme to that. 1t did not come from loan

fudls.  Nof one shilling was spent by the
previous Government from this Vote in
asststing any farmer.  The hon. member has
aceused the Government of neot providing
enough money from this fund to help the
inan on the Innd. From the same Vote dur-
ing his term of office the Government spent
nothing.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We raised a special
fund for that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
deal with that later. The previous Govern-
ment employed large numbers of men, who
were out of work, on the Frankland River
settlement, and expended £53,000. The re-
sult was nil. The country is now growing
up again,

" Hon. C. G. Latham: Tell ns ahout For-
restania.

The MINISTER FPOR LANDS: Forvest-
ania is entirely irvelevant.  People would
not take up the Fraunkland Raver blocks.
The work at Forrestania was not done from
this Vote. The lon. member accuses the
present Government of not providing suffi-
cient help to farmers. Tt is on that he de-
sives to eonviet the Government. Not one
application has been made for a farm at
Frankland River.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There is plenty of
land availanle, represented hy the farms
whose owners have heen driven off the land.

The MINTISTER FOR LANDS: There
was plenty of land available when the
monev was spent at the Frankland River.

Hon. C. G. Latham: No.

The MINISTER FOR TAXDS : The
organisation for which the member for
Avon stands and the hon. member him-
self publiely declared that thousands
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of farmners had left their holdings
while the hon. member was Minister for
Lands. Whilst this was going on, the

previous Government were spending money
on an area 40 miles from a railway. Would
anyv right-thinking person commend such
administration?  The present Government
are not following that policy. We stopped
all expenditure at Frankland River and
Margaret River, and have utilised unem-
ployed in assi=ting existing farmers. In the
group areas we have provided lavrger hold-
ings of cleared land so that the settlers may
be able to earn sufficient for their own sup-
Port.

Hon. C. G. Latham: There are fewer men
than ever on the land to-day.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are fewer people on the land the world over
than ever hefore. Thousands of people have
left the land in America. I am told by the
Premier that in South Anstralia the Gov-
ernment are going to abandon an area on
which millions have heen spent. In Vic-
toria an area on which £16,000,000 has been
spent is also being abandoned. In both cases
that is the policy of Country Party Govern-
ments. In my opinion the aereage cleared
in the group settlements did not give the
settlers scope to carry enough stock to meet
their liabilities, We have something to show
for our policy, but members opposite have
nothing to show. The Leader of the Opposi-
tion has heen electioneering in this Chamber.

Hon. . G. Latham: 1f there is a past-
master at electioncering, it is yourself.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member’s remarks were ahsolutely discredit-
able.

Hon. €. G. Latham: You are discredited
by vour own party as well as by everyene
else. You never get results.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: His re-
marks were most impudent. Members know
that in my attitude towards land settlement
I have ever heen consistent. I have been
consistent ever since I took office. I have
never tried to throw dust in the eves of
settlers, but have told them the facts as I
saw them. No farmers’ organisation ean
ever say 1 misrepresented the position, or
deceived the farmers. That is the difference
between the Governmeni of which the hon.
member was a member and the present Gov-
ernment. Tf it came to a question of a fair
test, and the appeal was to veason and
intelligence, and not prejudice, we would
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win all the time. 1f ever a case was put up
to the farmers as to the relative merits of
the iwe Governments on the question of
land  development, we would win hands
down.

Mr. Thorn interjected.

The MINISTER FOR LANXDS: Imagine
the electors of Toodyay returning as their
member a man who could tell them some-
thing that is not true!

Mz, Thorn: They believed me and not
you. That was the trouble

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Is that
the ethies of it? They believed the hon.
member when his statements were not true,
hut they did not believe me when 1 spoke
the truth! If he can get away with it, that
is all right. _

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: We have only
vour word for the truth of it. -

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: What
about the Country Party man who charged
a farmer 121% per eent. compound interest?
All the hon. member said was, “They be-
lieved him, but not you.” Apparently he
@ot away with it and that to them was satis-
factory. This Government could put up a
case for their attitude towards the farmers
that is unanswerable.

Mr. Hawke: All the documents in Par-
lizment House will be required to answer
this.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS:
sophistry of these people!

Hon. C. G- Tatham: Did you believe the
statement that thousands of men had left
the land when I was Minister for Tands?

The MINISTER ¥YOR LANDS: Th.e or-
ganisation of the member for Avon said so.

Hon. . G. Latham: You would say any-
thing that suited you.

The CHATRMAN:
must keep order.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T said
the member for Avon and his organisa-
tion had made the statement that thou-
sands of men left the land when the hon.
member was in office.

Mr. Thorn: Is that statement authentic?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: All I
said was that many men had left the land
when the hon. member was in office.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Only 274

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I also
said that he did not spend one shilling on
resident farmers out of this Vote. The
organisation to which the member for

The

Order! Members
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Avon belongs said that thousands of men
had left the land while the Leader of the
Opposition was Minister in charge.

Hon. €. . Latham: Go for your life!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Do mem-
bers suggest that we on this side of the
House are not concerned about settlers in
this country? I have no worry apart from the
farmers’ worries. The only worries that
oppress me are the farmers’ worries. 1
get them every day. Am I to be told that
the things I worry about and coneern me
I pay no attention to? That is not cor-
reet. We are very concerned ahout the
position in the farming areas, 1 took ad-
vantage of my recent trip to the Kasbtern
States——

Hon. C. G. Latham:“To come back on
the hoat.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Did not
the hon. member come back on the boat?

Hon, C. G. Latham: You were nof in a
hurry to get back.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Every
Federal Country Party member travelled
on the boat.

Mr. Thorn: Why Country Party mem-
bers?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Why
that slur? The hon. member cannot ae-
cuse me of wasting time out of the State.
I was attending to the business of the State.

Hon, C. G. Latham: I suppose we shall
shortly hear about your trip to New Zea-
land., What did that cosi?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I paid
all the expenses of that trip out of my
own pocket. It did not cost the country
a shilling.

Mr. Cross: Can you not find anything
else to say?

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When
the condition arose throngh drought in the
northern areas, the Government went to
work at once and guietly. We did not wait
for any agitation. We knew what was
going on. We were able, as a result of
that policy, to purchase a large quantitv
of chaff to meet the situation there, We
rendered assistance to the farmers.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What sort of deal
did you make over the chaff?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I hope
the hon. member will ask for particulars
about that. I will then tell him how the
deal was effected, a deal they could not
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make. They had not the capacity to make
a deal of such advaniage.
Hon. €. G. Latham: Thank the Lord we
can do hetter than you did over the chaff.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Let the
hon. member ask for the facts and we will
tell him all about it.

Mr. Thorn: Still putting himself on a
pedestal.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We did
not tell the world what we were doing, but
we gob in and purchased the chaff reason-
ably and rightly. If the hon. member wants
any further explanation, he ean have it if
he asks for the information. He may have a
full-dress debate upon the subject if he likes.
Tn another place the Hon. H. J. Yelland is
asking questions about this. How can any
member whe is supposed to be a friend of
the farmers ask such questions when
it is not in the interests of the farm-
ers to diselose the information? A dis-
closure of the information could not be
in the interests of drought-stricken settlers,
who must buy their requirements in the
cheapest market. I do not think the hon.
member will he satisfied when he receives
the information. We certainly rendered as-
sistance to those people. When they were in
trouble while the previous Government were
in office they were given a maximum of £1
a week. Members now complain that the
30s. they are getting is not sufficient, where-
as in their day £I was the maximum. They
now complain hecause we are not giving
more, although we are giving 50 per cent.
more than they gave. Those who formed the
previonus Government should he judged by
what they did themselves. .

Hon. C. G. Latham: You fixed the price,
did vou? The Bank fixed if, and you know
it. All you did was to hand over the money
vou reeeived from the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment; your Governnment did not provide
a penny.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
Commonwealth Government did not provide
a shilling. That shows how badly informed
the hon. membher is. _

Hon. C. G. Latham: What did you do
with the £130.000%

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The hon,
member is talking ahout a fund that was
pravided for necessitous cases whieh is an-
other matter entirely. £50,000 from the In-
dustries Assistance Board was provided for
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farmers in the Eastern wheai-belt by the
State Government.

ITon. C. (i. Latham: Pity you cannof stizk
to the trath.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: If the
hon. member will look up Ttem 47 he will
find a sum of £50,000 which the Premier
provided to meet the drought position. He
readily agreed to give that sum as it
was a position which had to be faced.
Replying to the Leader of the Opposition I
can sayv T fixed the sustenance rate, not the
Agrvicnltural Bank. Before doing that I in-
quired what other Governments had dore
in like ecireumstanees, when they assisted
farmers from the finance and development
Vote. Furthermore, the money did not come
from Commonwealth sonrces. I would not
have refused it had it been offered, and T
hope some will vet eome from that quarter.
YWhen T was in the Eastern States I saw Mr.
Casey, the Federal Treasurer, and also Dr.
Farle Page. A deputation which waifed on
the Federal Government also comprised Mr.
Teasdale. the President of the Primary Pro-
ducers’ Association, the President of the
TWheatgrowers’ Union, and also some South
Australian delegates and members. I am
aceused, and the Government are accused,
of taking no interest in the wheathelt, of
having no concern about it. We went along
and told Dr. Page and Mr, Casey that the
request was a just one. Although T was
not present when a reply was made to
our request, having been called back to
the conference room, the gentlemen who
were present said that Mr. Casey gave
some assurance of help. In fairness to Mr.
Casey I ought to say that T saw him next
day, and that he then stated he had made no
promise but had said he would bring the
matter before the Commonwealth Govern-
ment.  The Leader of the Opposition said
that he resented our goine to the Common-
weath Government for help. YWhile he wants
us to find monev—apparently out of the
sir—he does not want the Commonwealth
Government to give assistance. The Com-
monwealth Government have the money, hnt
he suggests that we must not go to them.
Why not? Why should we not go to them?
Is not the welfare of any part of Australia
their concern? Why should not we ask the
Commonwealth Government for assistanee?
Since the Commonwealth Government have
the means to help vs, whv should we not ask
them to do sn? T helieve they will help us.
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The Leader of the Opposition was not so
particular when he was in office. In faet, he
was hardly in office hefore he went to the
("ommonwealth Government for help.
ilon. C. G. Lathaw: Talk zense! You
know verv well 1 did nothing of the sort.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I know
the hon. member went to the Commonweath
(Government to try to get monev. The
Leader of the Opposition was refu~ed the
nmoney.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Was he?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He could
not get the money,

Hon, C. G. Latham: I got £310.000, and
that was to help the farmers.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: As a
matter of fact, the hon. member did not
get it. Sir James Mitchell, who was Pre-
mier, then, gof that amount ns a loan from
the Commonwealth Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What was I sent
to Svdney for?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The hon.
member was not the Minister c¢oncerned at
all; he did not control the Agricultural
Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I was sent to Syd-
ney, and the matter was arranged in Syd-
ney while T was there.

The MINISTER FOR TLAXDS: Sir
James Mitchell did not have sufficient con-
fidence in the hon. member to undertake
the task, and he did it himself. So the
Leader of the Opposition did not deal with
the matter at all. He did not eontrol the
Agricultural Bank.

Hon. C. G. Latham: You will not aceept
a statement when it is true.

Mr. Marshall: It is so seldom true.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The fact
remains that the hon. member did not get
the moneyv at all. The Agrieultural Bank
had the use of the money on loan from the
Commonwealth Bank. As to the drought
in the north-castern areas, we deplore the
position extremely. So far as ‘their re-
sources will permit, the Government will
help the settlers in that part of the State,
or anvwhere else. as we have in the past.
We shall also continue to ask the Common-
wealth Government to assist us in such in-
stances, because it is as much their vespons-
ihility as it is ours. YWhen did it happen
that the Commonwealth Government had no
interest in an industry of Australia when
it was in tronble? Of course, the Common-
wealth Government have a responsibility in
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the matter, and we asked them to agsist us,
and shall do so again should the necessity
arise. Vet the Leader of the Opposiiion
said that we had not got a penny for them.

Hon. C. G. Latham: I did not say any-
thing of the sort. Why the devil don’t you
state the truth.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. C. G. Latham: Well, why does not
the Minister tell the truth?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Prob-
ably I am interpreting the hon. member
The Minister for Justice: Literally.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
literally.

Hon. C. G. Latham: The Minister for
Justice onght to assist his eolleague!

The MINISTER FOR TANDS: We in-
tend to approach the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment in such circumstances, and, as far
as we possibly ean, we will help the set-
tlers. We cannot do impossibilities, and the
settlers should not expect impossibilities of
us. What we have been able to do in the
past, we shall do again. We also provided
reservations for the settlers’ stock. We
topdressed the great majority of the vacant
blocks in the group settlement areas. I re-
fer to blocks that were vacant. We top-
dressed those holdings and made them avail-
able for settlers in the drought areas to de-
pasture their stock. They were invited to
apply for the blocks with that objeet. Then,
again, we arranged with the Forests De-
partment fo hold areas switable for grazing
in order further to provide for the stock
from the drought areas. Tt will be seen,
therefore, that the situation was well met
by a Government who, we have heen told,
will do nothing in the interests of the far-
mers. [ suspeet members who raise this
cry of fhe eity against the eountry. The
Leader of the Opposition represenfs a farm.-
ing electorate, and when he speaks ahout the
expenditure in the cifv as against the coun-
try, he knows he had only one purpose, and
that is political. During the Avon by-
election, the same statement was made. The
Government were condemned heeause they
had utilised money in order to dredge
the Swan River and reclaim the fore-
ghore in the metropolitan area. I have
pointed ouf that the reclamation in vears
to come will he worth hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds. For everv £1,000 spent

now thousands will he retnrned he-
canse of the new Iand that is  pro-
vided. Hon., members opposite will not
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condemn it in the future when people talk
about the great value of the improved fore-
shore. On the contrary, they will say, “We
did that.” Now they say, “Look at the
money vou ure spending in the ¢ity and not
gspending in the country” The Leader of
the Opposition said that I, as Minister for
Lands, helped the ity as against the coun-
try. There is no truth in that allegation
whatever. I have never held the eity up
against the country. Why should I? I
have not one shilling invested in the city
but all my interests are in the country. Se
I am stupid enough, am T

Hon, C. G. Latham: Yes.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: —to help
the eity at the expense of the eountry?

Mr, Thern: At any rate, you have had
# zood joh in the eity for many years pasi

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If the
hon. member has, he does not look like ii.

Mr. Thorn: You certainly do not look
like it.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

The Premier: You seem to be enjoying
your joh.

Mr. Thorn: I am,

The Premier: Well, why that?

Mr. Thorn: The Minister for Lands does
not look like it. He looks as if a good feed
wonld do him goed.

The CHATRMAN: Order!
for Toodvay must keep order.
not. I shall take action.

The Premier interjected.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! 1 must ask
the Premier to keep order, too.

Mr. Thorn: I work a jolly side harder
than the Minister does.

The Premier: Why talk like that?

The MINISTER TFOR LANDS: The
member for Toodvay says thal he works
harder than T do. Again T say he does not
look like if.

The Premier: No one wounld believe it of
him.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! T must ask
the Minister for Lands to address the Chair.

Mr, Thorn: Well, T will obey the Chair,
anyhow,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am
sure that from now until election time we
shall have a barrace of sueh statements as
were made by the Leader of the Opposition.

Mr. Thorn: We are geiting it now.

Mr. Coverley: Not after to-night.
Opposition will give up guessing.

The member
If he dones

The
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al-
though the Government have done all these
things for the country areas. I believe that
from now until election time the Country
Party members will he the worst enemies of
the farmers in this Parliament. If they can
harass the Government and wear Ministers
down

Hon. C. G. Latham: You should talk
aboot wearing Ministers down! We have
been the best Opposition from that stand-
point in the history of Parliament. *

The MIXISTER FOR LANDS: If they
can embarrass Ministers, they will be happy,
for that is their game.

Hon. C. G. Latham: We have not em-
barrassed you.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: From
now onwards, Parliament may expect any
accusation from thera. In my opinion, they
will be the worst enemies that the farmer
has.

Ay, Seward: You judge us by yourself.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: Farmers
themselves say to us, “We know you have
done a great deal, and we hope you will
stick to us.” They come to us and state their
case fairly and decently. They adopt an
entirely different policy from that followed
by the Leader of the Opposition in (his
House.  Again | say we are going to ask
the Federal Government to help the farmers
during this bad period in Western Ausiraiia.
We have the good precedent set by the South
Australian Government, which went to the
Federal Government in the interests of
Sonth Australian settlers. The South Aus-
tralian Government never hesitated, and the
Federal Government met them and gave
them large sums of money with which to
help the zettlers in South Australia. I
assure the Commitiee that the present posi-
tion of the farmers in Western Australia
is c¢ausing the Government some concern
and, as far ns we ean, we shall try to remedy
the position. But Opposition members will
not help the farmer by attempting to har-
ass the Government and wear down the effi-
ciency of Ministers. If those members re-
presented their constituents correctly

Hon. C. G. Latham: Yeu will not help
the farmers by calling them mendicants, as
vou did the other night.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: T did noi
call them mendicants, but I reproved the
Leader of the Opposition, who never comes
to the Houre without cryving “the farmer,
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the farmer, the farmer” I said lhat in that
attitude he was not representing the farmer
properly. Members of the Opposition do
not represent the farmer properly, for ]3&
is not the mendicant they make him cut to
be. To say that the farmer will not
pay, and that someone else wust pay for
hit, is not doing the farmer justice. 1 re-
proved the Leader of the Opposition for
representing the farmer here as a mendicant,
it was not I whe said he was a mendicant,
but I certainly ean prove that the Lender
of the Opposition makes out the tarmers to
he mendicantz. I would not have speken
at all if the hon, member bad not pui hiz
foot in it so badly, I assurc members on
the Opposition side that the farmers hove
the sympathy of the Govermnent, to whein
the present situation scems deplorahle. Ve
realise that the farmers have bad a very
bad time. On the Address-in-reply I pointed
out that, quite apari from what had been
done in the past we have asked the rest of
the community to again come to their assist-
ance. I then pointed ouf that the arrears of
interest due to the Agrieultural Bank by
fariners are over £2,000,000, and that the
Government have to make up that leeway, to
which end they have ecalled upon the
conmuunity to pay the interest. Te finance
that leeway at 4% per cent.,, the Govern-
ment have to find an additional £138,000 per
annum.- Se¢ not only have the taxpayers to
find the £2,000,000, but there is also the ad-
ditional £138,000 as interest. That burden
is being borne bv the taxpayers in the in-
terests of the farmers and in the hope that
the farmers will vet see better days. The
arrears of land rents amount to another
£1,600,000, much of which money is in re-
gard to repurchased estates. I pointed
out also that the water rates ave in arrears
to the tune of £150,000, and that this year
we shall have paid the Commonwealth Go-
vernment £80,000 more than we have re-
ccived from the farmers. Then are not the
Government helping the farmers? We
are doing that for nobody else in
the eommunity. We are doing it for one
section only, and no other section of the
community is having this dene for them.
It is all being done in the hope that the
in the end shall pay their wayx
and have homes, which many taxpavers
in their old age will not have. There
are hundreds of thousands of people
in the State carrying this load fo-day who

farmers
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will not have properties in their old age. Yet
in the meantime they are paying out to
help the farmer remain on the land. And
then we are told the Government and the
people ave doing nothing for the farmers.
Is that correct? Of eourse nof. This countiry
requires to be told the position, which iz
that the farmer is being treated genercusly
by the Government and, as far as the re-
sources of the State permit, that treatment
will be eontinued in the time of his diffi-
culties. As for the hon. member who
said the farmers in this State do not get as
much assistance as the farmers in the East-
ern Btates, lel him compare the treatment
of our farmers with that mefed out in

the Eastern States. The Federal Grants
Commission  definitely said that this
Btate wounld have had a larger grant

but for our over-gemerosity in land seltle-
ment. Our annnal grant would have been
better by £400,000, but for our over-genero-
sity in land settlement. And then members
opposite tell us we are doing nothing for
the farmers. That of course, is not correet,
and I hope that for the remainder of the
time during which this Parlimment sits
members opposite will be fairer in their at-
titude towards the Government.

Hon. C. G. Latham: If your present at-
titude is any indication there will not be
any fairness towards you.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Well, if
the Leader of the Opposition says he will
not accept peaee, he can have war,

Hon. C. G. Latham: We are the peaceful
side.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We can
take care of ourselves, .

Hon. C, G, Latham: There is no doubt
about that.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: During
the past three years this Government have
done more for the farmer than did the last
Governmeni during their three years. The
Labour Government have always done more
for the farmer than have any other Go-
vernment.

Mr. Thorn: What nonsense!

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If we
want n witness to that, there is always the
member for Avon. As for the member for
Toodyay, the very industry he is eoncerned
in, the dried-fruits indnstry, owes its sue-
cess to legislation passed hy a Labour Gov-
ernment. But what can we expect from the
hon. memher?
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The Premier: He would be on the road,
on the dole but for us.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: These
are the facts: Before the Labour Govern-
ment introdueed the Dried Fruits Aet only
2 per cent. of the settlers in the Swan
Valley were regarded as good bank securi.
lies,

Mr. Thorn: I deny that. It iz not correet.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I do not
core what the hon. member denies. I know
1t. "

The Premier: And the member for Too-
dyuy was not one of the 2 per cent.

Mr. Thern: Den’t yoo worry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And now
I am assured that 95 per cent. of the
settlers in the Swan Valley are regarded as
good bank securities.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: But 20 per cent. of
them are not on the bank at all, so how
can the Minister’s statement be correct?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: If what
I say is not correet, how is it that a depu-
tation which came to me, a deputation in-
cluding the member for Guildford-Midland
{Hon. W, D). Johnson), told me the growers
were down and out until they got that legis-
lation. They agreed with the facts. Depu-
tation after deputation ecame to me
asking that a dried fruits measnre be
placed on the statute-book.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You saved the in-
dustry.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: And now
the member for Toodyay wishes to tell me
that the statements made by his own con-
stituents were untrue. Welil, T prefer to
believe them. I think thev stated faects,
and, as a eonsequence, we introduced the
Dried Fruits Bill. I hope members will rea-
lise that the objections taken to this Vote
are not reasonable. This Vote has never
been expended in the interests of any set-
fler already on the land. No seitler
already on the land has cver had a
shilling from this Vote. It has all been
expended on sehemes such as that to which
I have referred. Consequently, when the
hon. member tries o represent this as an
index to the Government’s attitude to the
farmers, he is all at sea. Either he does
not know or he has adopted an attitude
whieh eannot bhe described as responsible.

HON. N. EEENAN (Nedlands) [8.11]:
T should not have taken any part in the
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debate this evening but for the very un-
generous and very provoeative speech to
which we have just listened—ungenerous
because it is absolutely false to the true
picture to say that the Opposition have in
any way harassed the Government on any
oceasion. On the contrary, I venture to
say that no Parliament has had an Oppo-
sition more tolerant than has the present
one. Nevertheless, the Minister says that
the Opposition are attempting to harass
him and other Ministers, and so possibly
drive them to the extremities in which their
small gifts of reason will be lost.

The Minister for Water Supplies: That
is a very generons statement, is it not?

Hon. N. KEENAN: The speech of the
Minister for Lands was very provocative.
The only complaint made by the Leader
of the Oppesition was that no adequate
provision had been made.

The Minister for Lands interjected.

The Minister for Water Supplies inter-
Jjected.

Hon. N. KEENAN: When two Minis-
ters interject at once, I cannof be expected
to hear them. Of course both of them, by
interjecting, are disorderly. I was point-
ing out that a provocative speech had been
made by the Minister merely becanse the
Leader of the Opposition claimed that no
adequate provision had heen made for a
very grave emergeney that has arisen in
the agricultural industry. It is ebvious
that provision mnst be made to meet the
emergency, either from revenue or from
loan. There is no other source. Neither
on Revenue nor Loan Estimates is any ade-
quate provision made, so the Leader of
the Opposition submitted, to meet the very
grave and exceptional erisis that has arisen
in the agriculfural industry for reasons en-
tirely beyond the eontrol of those engaged
in the industry. We have this year experi-
enced climatic conditions of a very excep-
fional character. In faet, I was told by
an old seftler that nothing like it had hap-
pened in his experience either on the Up-
per or Lower Murchison, and that experi-
ence has been repeated to a large extevt,
unfortunately, in very many parts of the
agricultural areas. All that the Leader of
the Opposition complained of was that the
exceptional condition of affairs had not been
adequately provided for in any Estimates of
expenditure, whether from the revenue side
or the loan side. To examine all the records
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of the past, to rehash every blunder that has
been made, not by one Government or an-
other Government but by every Government,
iz a very stupid and inadequate answer to
a complaint of that kind. No great study
will be required to disecover numerous blun-
ders on the part of Ministers for Lands in
the past; and naturally so, because Min-
isters, after all, are only human beings, and
it is the essence of humanity to err. Among
the many colossal blunders that have cost
this country millions of pounds was the
group settlement blunder; but it is never
properly recognised that that very poliey,
had it been carried out on different lines,
might have been a preat success. Its con-
ception was very fine, but unfortunately the
manner in which it was carried out led to
a terrible collapse.

The Minister for Lands: Do you say that
the Peel Estate settlement was a wonderful
conception?

Hon. N. KEENAN: If the Minister for
Lands would speak up, I might be ahle to
hear him. From what study I have made
of group settlement, in its essence it was a
very great conception, but untortunately
the wrong way was adopted for bringing
it into effect, and, equally unfortunately,
the wrong people were brought out to carry
it into effect. It was a fine conception to
hring out groups of people from the Old
Country who would naturally form com-
munities here, and, when they had gained
espericnee on the land, would be able to
assist one another. Such a scheme wounld
have commanded a considerable amount of
support in the right divection had it been
properly guided. But to inquire into the
blunders of administration, well, T would
ask, is the present Minister for Lands free
from blame? Did not he also squander huge
sums on group settlement?

The Minister for Lands: No.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The records show
that while he was in office colossal sums
were spent on group settlement.

The Minister for Lands: No, T reduced
expenditure considerably.

Hon, N, KEENAN: But the Minister did
not climinate a great deal of waste.

The Minister for Lands: The waste was
there.

Hon, N. KEENAN: T am not going to
attack the Minister for that. He merely
perpetnated an already existing blunder,
and if he is to blame, it is only because he
did not have the foresight, or perhaps the
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courage, to cut down expenditure immedi-
ately on such a scheme. So, if we discuss
the past, we can always find many trans-
actions in respect of which it is easy %Yo
frame a charge, and easy to make a very
provocative speech. For that reason I do
not consider the Minister for Lands had any
justifieation for making the attack he has
made on the Leader of the Opposition be-
canse of what he alleges to he blunders com-
wmitted in the past by the Leader of the Op-
position. If he would search his own his-
tory, he wonld find that he eould correspond
every blunder of which he aceused the
Leader of the Opposition with a2 very much
larger and graver blunder on his own part.

The Minister for Lands: Quote my blun-
ders; what are they?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does the Minister
want me to go into his history? I do not
propose to deliver a provoecative speech sneh
a5 we have had from him. We have not
attended, as has the Minister, armed with
numerous notes, and then pretended that he
was not prepared iv speak. He had matter
ready with which to attack the Leader of
the Opposition, and yet hé alleged he was
not ready to speak. If that is so, where
did all those notes used hy the Minister
come from?

The Minister for Justice: He made them
during the speech of the Leader of the Op-
position.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Where did the ox-
tracts come from?

The Premier: Every note was written hy
the Minister while the Leader of the Oppo-
sition was speaking. .

Mr. Seward: Even the 2 per cent.?

Hon. N, KEENAN: If T intended to
attack the Minister, I shounld have prepared
the matter. T am not here for that pur-
pose; nor would T have spoken at all, pos-
sibly, except for the provecative manner in
which the Minister addressed the Chair.

The Minister for Justice: Tell us one of
his big hlunders.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does the Minister
desire me to search the whole history of the
Minister for Lands?

The Premier: Surely there must he in
vour mind just one big blunder of his. Give
us one hig blunder.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Could you restrain
the Ministry, Mr. Chairman? They have
no regard for the Standing Orders. To-
night the Minister for Lands invented a
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new one. IHe said, ‘‘You can say anything
you like so long as you believe it is true.’’

The CHAIRMAXN: The hon. member
should take no notice of the interjections.

Hon. N. KEENAN: There is no regard
for any of the rules of order or debate on
the part of the ocecupants of the Minis-
terial Bench.

The CELATIRMAN: That is a matter for
the Chairman te decide. Will the hon.
member address the Chair and take no
notice of interjections?

Hon. N. KEENAN: I know you eould
not possibly keep the Premier in order, Mr.
Chairman.

The Premier: You are running away.

Hon, N, KEENAN: I did not come pre-
pared with facts to throw at the heads of
Ministérs, or to talk about past history.

The Premier: You are running away.

Ion. N. KEENAN- Running away, be-
cause I did not come prepared to give de-
tails of what is public knowledge, and
beesuse T did not come prepared to launch
an attack upon the Ministry?

The Premier: What is it that is well
known to evervone?

The CHATRMAN: T must ask the Pre-
mier to kecp order.

Hon. X. KEENAN: I do not think you
will succeed, Mr. Chairman, but you ecan
ask him. I will now turn te a short con-
sideration of these Loan Estimates. The
proposed expenditure is a’ sum approximat-
ing £3,000,000. The actuanl expenditure is
£2,677,000, and there is £270,000 contri-
buted by the Commonwealth Government
on a pound for pound hasis, We are spend-
ing considerable sums ¢f loan monev. I
strongly depreecate any comparison be-
tween expenditure that is alleged to be
for the hbenefit of the city, and expendi-
ture which may allegedly be for the bene-
fit of the country. I represent a city elee-
torate. From my point of view there is
no hope of suceess for the city unless the
country also is successful. During the last
ten vears my electorate has developed con-
siderably, That has been due fo moncys
that eame into the possession of people in
Perth as a result of their labours, but those
Jabours would not have heen possible but
that the industries of the ecountry were
carried on. Imagine what th2 position of
the city would be if the pastoral or agri-
celtural industries ceased operation, or if
they suffered a severe though not a total
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collapse! The two interests are indivi-
sible. Our goed fortune is the good for-
tfune of onr primary industries. No one
imagines that the city ean progress by it-
self. Tt is recognised that it ean only pro-
gress as the industries of the State enable
it to progress.

AMr. Hegney: You must have consumers
to consume the produce.

Hon. X. KEENAN: The consumption is
not se important. Only a half of one per
cent. of our wool is used within the State,
so that the loeal consumption is infini-
tesimal, Only about 10 per cent. of our
wheat is used within the State,

The Minister for Water Supplies: Not to
mention stock and butter.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Stock is important,
but not to be compared with wheat or wool.
Nor is the stock market dependent entirely
on local econsumption. T know the Minis-
ter is seriously engaged in promoting the
iamb export trade. Or is it the Min-
ister for Agriculture who is resrousible?

The Premier: He was,

Hon. X. KEENAN: Whichever Minister
iz ¢oneerned in the matter, lie is greatly con-
cerned in  developing that side of our
indnstry. And it is absolutely necessary, be-
cause if we had not got an export trade in
Tambs the metropolitan market would he so
glutted that prices wonld be absolntely use
less,

The Minister for Water Supplies: No;
prices were not useless.

Hon. N. KEENAX: 1 fear I am merely
encouraging disorder, T seem to have an
extraordinary capacity, not for being dis-
orderly myself——

Members: Oh!

Hon. N. KEENAXN: —hut for making
other members disorderly. The State must find
pound for pound to correspond to £270,000
given us hy the Commonwealth out of lean
moeneys, and neeessarily o because we have
not the revenue. This means that the ex-
penditure which we are incurring on loan
account is of a colossal character, having
regard to our population, having regard to
our resources, which unfortunately are
dwindling, and having regard to the pros-
peets of the immediate future, T shall not
eriticise the items in respect of which this
loan, money is proposed to he expended.
There is no doubt that the search for works
which will retwrn anyihing in the nature of
interest on the expenditure involved in them
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is a most difficult one. I admit that it would
he perhaps somewhat ungenerous to eriticise,
under those conditions, some works which
are not on ‘the face of them, at any rate,
likely to reproduve any money that is spent
on them. However, there is one highly peeu-
liar item of expenditure on these Loan Esti-
mates which I do think warrants comment;
and that is the expenditure on the Fremantle
harbour. The reason for my eommenting on
it is not that the money is to be spent en
the Fremante harbour, but that £80,000, or
something like that sum, is set down for ex-
penditure on the harbour and at the very
same time roughly £80,000 is taken from the
Tremantle Harbour Trust aceounts anid
transferred to revenue. Undoubtedly many
Governments in the past have earried on the
practice of imposing surtax on all that
comes into the harbour, which enormously
inereases the revenue, and using that in-
creased revenue to buttress up the general
revenue of the State. But the extraordinary
feature of first of all taking into Consoli-
dated Revenue £80,000, and then turning
round and getting out of the State Treasury
from lean funds, for the work for whicn
that money is collected, a sum of £30,000——

The Premier: You admit, of course, that
that is nothing new, that that has heen the
practice for many years? .

Hon. N. KEENAN: Not to that exten:.
Not to anv extent like that at all.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon, N. KEENAN: Nothing like this has
happened in the past. What has happened
in the past—I say it is a wrong practice,
and say it always will be a wrong practice—
is that the surplus revenue from the F're-
mantle harbour, after payment of the cost
of maintenance of the harbour, such as it
was, and enrrent expenditure. was taken into
Consplidated Revenue. It was, in fact, col-
lected specially, and should have been put
away in a reserve fand, to meet the require-
ments of repairing the harbour and putting
it in order. That practice, T repeat, has been
zoing on for vears: but nothing like to the
same extent as by the present Administra-
tion. In no previous year has £50,000 been
taken out of loan moneys for repairing the
harhour and £80,000 taken from the Fre-
mantle Harbour Trust funds into revenue.

Mr. Lamberi: Do you know that a mil-
lion

The CHAIRMAN : Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: T was remarking that
nothing like this is to he found in our past
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history. It is a most extraordinary example.
There is £80,000 taken away from the har-

bour, and then £90,000 is handed back from -

loan. Of course it presents an utterly false
pieture, beeanse the £80,000 makes our rev-
enue look that much hetter, and thereby pre-
sents a Budget deficit of a greatly reduced
character, whereas in truth, if the £80,000
had been applied by the Harbour Trust offi-
cials for the purposes of the harbour, the
State Budget would have been £80,000 worse
on the revenue side.

The Premier: May I interrapt the hon.
member?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Yes.

The Premier: Nothing like this ever
ocenrred in the past?

Hon, N. KEENAXN: Nothing of this mag-
nitude

The Premier: Oh! Will the hon. member
show that there has been any change at all
in the poliey this year as compared with
years and years past? The amount does not
matter.

Hon. N. KEENAN: The amount?

The Premier: The hon. member says no-
thing like this has happened in the past.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder!

The Premier: The practice has been ear-
ried on for years and years, and the hon.
member knows it.

Hon. N. KEENAN: T am very much
afraid that the Premier is making his reply
prematurely. Perhaps I should sit down.

The Premier: I shall be glad to answer.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Apparently the Pre-
mier thinks he has possession of the floor.
I happen to be in possession of the floor. I
may be wrong, What I did say—and it is
necessary to repeat it—was that in the past
the practice, which I will admit and have
always admitted to be wrong, was to take
moneys received by the Harbour Trust Com-
missioners for services rendered by the har-
bour into Consolidated Revenune, after the
mere annual charges were paid.

The Premier: In all the years past.

Hon, N, KEENAX: That is so.

The Premier: Yes.

Hon. X. KEENAXN: But nothing like this
has ever happened before.

The Premier: Why?

Hon. X. KEENAN: One moment.

The Premier: Will you show me—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: Nothing like taking
£80,000 into Consolidated Revenue and then
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turning round and ladling £90,000 ount of
Loan Funds——

The Premier: That is a ridieulous state-
ment.

Hon. X, KEENAN: It has happened, and
it is ridieulons. [ venture to say that anyone
who heard of it would charvacterise it as
nothing hut ridiculous—taking the money
into Consolidated Revenue and then turning
round and handing it all back again and
calling it loan.

The Premier:
altered this year?

Hon. N. KEEXAN: I deali again and
again with that. The Premier has not fol-
lowed me, I have told him that for years
past the Fremantle harbour swrplus has gone
into Consolidated Revenue Unless he calis
that a prineiple, that is what has happened
for years.

The Premier: You say nothing like this
has ever happened before?

Hon. N. KEENAN: Nothing such as the
Hlustration to which I have drawn aiten-
tion.

The Premier: Ridiculous!

Hon. N. KEENAX: Let the Premier call
it ridieulous.

Mr. Cross: Will you alter it?

Hon. N. KEENAN: It is hard to alter
what has never happened before, though the
hon. member may do so. Of course, in order
to carry out an exhibition of this charaecter
one must have command of a large amount
of loan money. 8o here we are once more
in the position of imposing on this State a
turther burden of approximately £3,000,000.
I would like to know from the Treasurer,
when he replies to the debate, does he look
forward to horrowing sums of this character
in the future, for nnnumbered vears? How
many years does he think we can go on bhor-
rowing? How many years?

The Premier: Oh, abont—let me see—

Hon. N. KEENAN: I think that what
the Premier menns is that what he is quite
content with is that the borrowing can go on
for at least as long as he and his party
oceupy those henches. The borrowing can
keep him in funds, and then, as T said be-
fore, God or the devil look after the rest;
and it is likely to be the devil.

Mr, Raphael: What are you worrying
about?

Hon, N. KEENAN: Tt is said that a
ecomparison between our loan indehtedness
per capita and that of the Eastern States is
not fair, but is misleading. However, I have

Has the principle been
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taken the trouble to get a comparizon which
allows in the case of the Enstern States
all the expenditure whieh we in this State
incur by way of loan but which is at present
ingurred in the Eastern States by certain
semi-CGtovermment hodies which are empow-
ered to borrow money. These allowances be-
ing made, the figures are as follows:—In
New South Wales £121.7 per head of popu-
lation, in Vietoria £134.9, in Queensland
£109.1, in South Australia £169.1, in West-
ern Aunstralia £188.4.

Mr. Lambert: Thpse figures do not repre-
sent the position correctly,

Hon. N. KEENAN: They represent the
exact position,

My, Lambert: Not at all, hecanse—

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr, Lambert: They do not represent the
true position, and it is wrong to give them
out to the public.

The CHAIRMAXN: Order! The member
for Yilgarn-Coolgardie will keep ovder,

Mr. Lambert: What abount the metropoli-
tan water supply? The eomparison does
not represent the position truly, and it is
not fair,

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: We have had a Jong
interjection, I would not like to say, inter-
ruption, by the member for Yilgarn-Cool-
gardie. Let me now ask him to permit me
to tell him that those figures are the cor-
rected figures; that is to say, everv single
item of expenditure which we in this State
meet out of loan moneys borrowed by the
State and which are met in the Eastern
States by various public bodies which bor-
row on their own account, has heen allowed
for, and that the figures I have taken are
taken from the report of the claim of West-
ern Australia under Section 96 of the Com-
monwealth Constitution Act, paragraph 81,
presented by Mr, Curtin, the present Leader
of the Federal Labour Party, as an accurate
statement to the Federal Grants Royal Com-
mission. I assume that they are eorrect,
therefore, notwithstanding the contradietion
of the member for Yilgarn-Coolgardie. This
shows that we are a lonz way in the lead.
And we are going still further in the lead
every day. I admit, of course, that in the
world as it is to-day, it is impossible to
avoid borrowing.

The Minister for Justice: That is gene-
rous!
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Hon. N, KEENAXN: What I do say is that
there should be some attempt at laying down
a poliecy which we hope to carry out with
the borrowed money, instead of a let-live
poliey, a sort of keep-alive, keep-the-wheels-
turning-over policy, as a Minister once re-
marked, a policy of “It does not matter;
we may reach somewhere, or we may reach
nowhere.”  Most probably we shall reach
nowhere, It is disastrous. Ii really neans
despair. It means that the day must come
when we shall go bankrupt, and we shall
have to go and ask the Commonwealth to
take us over and administer this State as
Commonswealth territory. That is all that
lies before us in the future. 1 wonder do
hon. members realise what our position will
be when that day does come? The Com-
monweglth is not in the least likely to find
money for our needs and our wants. We
shall have no eredit left, we shall have noth-
ing on which to borrow and the Common-
wealth, as the supreme power, will take care
that we are taxed to the last limit to pay
our debts.

The Minister for Justice: Now yon are
very encouraging!

Hon. N. KEENAN: I do not attempt to
be unduly encouraging. What I want is
that we should spend the money, which I ad-
mit we must borrow, to serve some definite
purpose,

The Premier: Just a moment! Wonld you
help us just with an idea?

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. N. KEENAN: Does that mean that
the Government of the day are so hank-
rupt of any idea of what to do, that they
invite Opposition members to tell them
what should be done? Is that the meaning
of the Premier's interjection? We, who are
sitting in Opposition, are asked to form a
policy for the eountry, and that is not to he
the doty of the Government, who have no
policy! JIs not that most extraordinary?

The Premier: For the time being, I admit
that is the position. Now, just come along
with one idea.

The CHAIRMAY: Order!

The Premier: Just one small idea.

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. N, KEENAN: Mr. Chairman, can
vou possibly induce order from members of
the Ministry?

The Premier: For the sake of argument.
I will admit what you suggest to he the
position.
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The CHAIRMAN: Order!
the Premier to keep order.

Hon. N. KEENAN: Is it not a most ex-
traordinary proposition, perhaps the most
extraordinary ever put forward in any
Honse of Parliament? Is it not most ex-
traordinary that the Government should say,
“Wg are bankrupt of ideas and, for God’s
sake, put one in our heads”?

The Premier: Ridiculous!

Houn. . KEENAN: They say, “We are
bankrupt of ideas. We do not know what
to do, we heg you as an Opposition, although
vou are not in power and cannot earry out
the policy vou advoecate, to give us some
ideas. Tell us something to do.”

The Premier: Talk that rubbish to a jury;
don’t talk it here.
~Hon. N. KEENAN: If that is the posi-
tion eonfronting Western Australia, then,
indecd, God help os!

The Premier: Put that rubbish aver a
Jury. Dow't put it over here.

MR. TONEKIN (North-East Fremantle)
[8.42]: The menber for Nedlands (Hon. N.
“I{eenan}’ concluded his speech by drawing
attention to the state in which the ecountry
finds itself with a Government bankrupt of
“ideas and asking the Opposition to supply
some. That may he trne, but how much
“woise must he the state of the country when
a Government, bankrupt of ideas and re-
“questing the Opposition for some, find the
Opposition hankiupt of ideas as well. Of
course, we do not-admit that the Govern-
ment are- bankrupt of ideas. From the time
the -Government . assumed office, the dnft
was arrested and progress commenced. T
bave héard Opposition members, perhaps in
unguarded moments, compliment the Gov-
-ernment on improvements made in vartous

I must ask

.directions. I was amused to-night to hear
‘the ‘Leader of the Opposition make his de-
elaration regarding the meagre sum the

Government had set aside for agriculture.
I think thai stamps the Leader of the Oppo-
sition as the very last word in inconsisteney.
Early in this session, he took the (tovern-
ment to  fask «for borrowing too much
money. He said that our horrowing pro-
gramyme should he considerably eurtailed,
and while T was speaking 1 twitted him re-
garding that assertion and said we would
have little ehance of a new hridge heing built
at Fremanile if he were Treasurer. He ve-
plied. hy interjection that that would not
follow as the bridee eould bhe huill from
revenue,

‘row for that purpose.
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Mr. Thorn: You have little chance of
getting the bridge now.

Mr. TONKIN: Here we have the gentle-
man who desires to curtail borrowing! Ile
would take money from the metropolitan
avea and spend it in the country districts.
That money would bhave to come from rev-
enue. He also proposes to build a bridge
for Fremantle out of revenue. There is not
muel consisteney in that suggestion. The
Leader of the Opposition cannot have it
both ways. Either he must borrow addi-
tional money and inerease the amount avail-
able for the farmers, or he must take what
revenue he can raise and borrow less. In
that event, the farmers would have to take
less. I notice that the Leader of the
National Party (Hon. N. Keenan) did not
seem too comfortahble when the Leader of
the Opposition said we were spending too
much money in the metropolitan area. Such
an assertion was not palatable to him he-
canse he knew that later on he wounld he
called . wpon to defend that attitude and
would find it diffieult. .

The Premier: He endeavoured to come
to the rescue. .

My, TONKIN: Yes. It was difficult, but
to-nmight he endeavoured to smooth the posi-
tion over without mueh snccess. T notice,
too, that the Leader of the Opposition states
vearly that we should not use loan funds
for repairs and maintenance fo the rail-
ways. Ile has repeated that so often that
[ take it he believes it. He said Lhis yvear
that sueh a practice would not be adopted
by private eanterprise. T am not so sure
about that. If the choice were between bor-
rowing money to repair and maintain assets
and not repairing and maintaining them at
all, then it might be sounder poliey to bor-
I helieve—I think
I interpret the views of the Government eor-
rectly in this regard—fhat the sounder
poliey in this instance is to borrow, hecause
the railways have lapsed into such a con-
dition that it would he disastrous to defer
any longer a vigorous policy of repairing
and maintaining rolling stoek.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But their poliey is
one of construction.

Mr. TONKIN: I applaud the Govern-
ment for adopting such a policy regarding
the State’s assets, even if it means using
loan funds. This year provision is made,
I take it, for the purchase of additional
rolling stock as well. Tf it were not so, we
would hear Opposition members sav that
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the State could not shift the harvest as the
rolling stock could not cope with the de-
mand. They have sometimes eriticised .ns.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Who said that!?

Mr. TOXKIN: You did.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Nothing of the sort.

Mr. TOXKIN: 1 did not sav that the
Leader of the Opposition had said thai the
railways could not shift the harvest. -

Mr. Raphael: Leave him alone. He is
only dreaming.

Mr. TONKIN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition criticised the Government for hav-
ing msed loan funds for railway repairs
and mainfenance. It counld net be done
out of revenue because therc have been
deficits. In those tiremmstances, if the
work were to be done at all, loan funds
bad to be used. I disagree with the hon.
member when he says $hat that poliey
would not be adopted by private firms.
It might be absolutely necessary to do so,
partienlarly if, as I have already indi-
cated, the choice were between adopting
that course or not carrying out necessary
repairs and maintenance.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: But the Govern-
ment are not doing that, vou know.

Mr, TONKIN: If they not,
should be.

Hon. W. D, Johnson:
repairs ouf of revenue.

Hon. C. @. Latham: They are rebating
every year portion of the Loan funds that
they take.

Mr. TONKIN: T have reccived infor-
mation from railway men that for vears
past the relling stoek has heen deteriorat-
ing to such an extent that repairs cost far
too much and engines were being over-
worked. It is possible for metal to be over-
worked, just as it is for human beings.
Engine trips were far too long with the
result thai insofficient time was left for
the engines to he overhauled and repaired.
As a result, the repairs that had to be un-
dertaken were much more extensive than
they should have heen. In consequence,
costs mounted up. It is wise to use loan
funds for repairs where neccessary.

The Minister for Railways: Of course,
we are not using loan funds for ordinary
maintenance and repairs.

Mr, TONKIXN: The Leader of the Oppo-
sition wert on to say—I should have said
that the Leader of the XNational Party
went on fo say

are they

They are effecting
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Hon. C. . Latham: You should stick to
the truth sometimes.

AMr. TONKIN: 1 endeavour to do 5o at
zll rimes and should I be wrong in any
statement [ make and the Leader of the
Opposition can correct me, I shall be
pleased to aeccept the correction. The
Leader of the Nativnal Party deplored the
faet that £90,000 odd had been set aside
Yur reconsiruction work on ihe Fremantle
wharf. MMy only regret is that the amount
is not double that fizure. There are down
there men who for years have been en-
gaged in maintenanee work on a full-time
bagis and who, for the vears of the depres-
sion, have been on. pari-time employment
only. T should like to see the amount in-
creased, if for no other reason than to
give those men full-fime employment. And
another iittle matter which could be at-
tended to at the.same time is to see that
ihose workers receive holiday time. Boi
that is an additional matter for regret
that the amount is not larger than it is.

The Premier: Has there been any alfera-
fion in the poliey there?

Mr. FONKIN: No, the policy is the same
as has been followed in the past. Escel-
lent work has been done for the money
spent. The job on the North Wharf is &
credit to those rtesponsible, and similar
work has been done on the south side of”
the harbour. It is neeessajy work, and
good work, and no tanlf ean be found with
it. That brings me to a subject which 13
dear to the heart of the Chairman, and to’
my heari as well, namely the question of
the Fremantle bridges. To explain ihis
subject it is necessary to go back a fair
distance, becanse the House appears to
have forgotten quitz a Jot about if. In
1923 the file reveals that heavy mainten-
ance costs were being incurred yearly. We
find that three years later the Commis-
sioner of Railways put in a minute stat-
ing that the question of the new bridge
was one that would have to be seriously
considered in the near future. In the same
year the file shows that the railway bridge
was fast approaching the limit of usefnl-
ness, and that it was necessary to take
steps for a new hridge. That was in
1926. In the same vear Mr. Willeock re-
plied to a deputation, using these words,
A new bridze should be bhuilt as soon
as possible.’ That is on the file. Tn 1927
there were urgent communieations hetween
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the Secretary for Railways and the Chief
Engineer, and also urgent letters from the
Deputy Seeretary for Railways to the
Deputy Chief Engineer, to the effect that
it was proposed to introduce legislation for
the construction of a new rail and traffie
bridge. That indicates that in 1927 a
decision must have been made for
the building of a bridge, because the
Chief Engineer aitd the Secretary for Rail-
ways were exchanging urgent communiea-
tions, and mentioning that legislation
was 1o be introduced for the con-
struction of a new rail and traffic bridge.
That was in 1927, Then later in the vear, in
November, it is noticed that the Deputy
Scerctary for Railwavs found it necessary
first io telephone and then to send a tele-
gram—so urgent was the matter—to the
Deputy Commissioner for Railways mention-
ing the proposal for the new bridge and ask-
ing the Deputy Commissioner for the rail-
way viewpoint. The Minister, too, was
anxions, for he sent an urgent letter to the
Commissioner for Railways asking the Com-
nussioner to supply him with the railway
viewpoint on the proposed new bridge. TIn
the soine month there appeared in the “Kal-
goorlie Miner” under the heading “New
Bridge over the Swan” an article which
dealt with a statement made by Mr. MeCal-
lum on the mtroduction of the Leighton-
Robb’s Jetty railway. It was mentioned that
it was propos®l lo construct a new bridge
over the Swan River at Fremantle. In
1928 the file shows that borings were coum-
pleted and that work was proceeding apace.
I do not know to what work that refers. In
the same year we actually got so far as to
have a plasticine model of the bridge pre-
pared, I hope that is not all we shall see
af it. In 1928 the department constructud
a plasticine model of the bridge. It would
be interesting to see that model nmow. In
1929 the Premier, in reply to Mr. Sleeman,
mentioned that plans and specifications and
other necessary preliminaries could not be
eomplcted in time to permit of the work on
the bridge being started that financial year.
In July, 1940, Mr. McCallum, in an article
to the newspaper, had this to say in connec-
tion with the construction of the bridge—

The two cxisting bridges arc in such a bad
state of repair as to be a heavy financial
burden on the State. The engineers have for
a long time been warning the Government that
they are anxious for their safety. So the ad-

visability of carrying out the proposel bridge
is olivious.
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Mr. MeCallum was satisfied that the fears
of the engineers were warranted, and that
there were grave doubts as to the safety of
the bridges then. That was in 1930. Mr.
MceCallum went on to say:— -

A bald statement that the work is not going
to be proceeded with should not satisfy the
publie.
It did not satisfy Mr.MeCallum then, did
not satisfy the public then, and no more does
it satisfy the public now. And if we are not
to have a bridge, we want to know (he real
reason why, so that we can face up to the
position and endeavour to remove the diffi-
culties,

Hon. P. D. Ferguson:
MeCallum say in 19349

Mr, TONKIN: T was intercsted to read
in an issue of the “West Australian” in 1931
an article contributed by “Vigilance,” who
advoeated the construction of a timber
bridge. He set out his arguments that if
would he possible to construet a timber
bridge carrying road, rail and pedestrian
traffic; that the eost would be only a small
fraction of what was neeessary for a bridge
of concrete and steel, and that practically
the whole of the work of constructing a tim-
ber bridge eould be performed in Western
Australia, that the only outside work neces-
sary would he that of the making of the
mild steel that would be required for pile-
shoes and other small equipment. With that
exeeption, the whole of the work would he
performed in the State. That of eourse
would give a great deal of employment to
our timber-hewers, our carpenters, and a
host of other artisans and labourers. We
could use the Rocky Bay quarries for spoil
for the embankment, and we could set to
work a large number of partially employed
people. I really think that in time to come
it would be proved that the bhuilding of such
a bridge would be a much more valuable
work than some of the construetions that
have been undertaken from time to time, I
should like also to have a word on the item
dealing with workers’ homes. I notice in
the annual report which the Premier tabled,
that no money had heen received this year
under the Commonwealth Housing Act.
That-made me curious. I called for a copy
of the Act, read it up, and was satisfied
that it was an admirable Aect. So I won-
dered why we had not received any assist-
ance under it. I then wired to Mr. Curtin,
M.H.R., at Canberra, and endeavoured to
find out whether this State had suf-

What did Mr.



[29 OcroBer, 1935.]

fered in comparison with other States.
Mr. Curtin replied thai for the last five
years no State had received any advance
from the Commonwealth Bank under the
Commonwealth Housing Act. I am igno-
rant of the method to be adopted to obtain
that money, but the Act provides that money
is available for the erection of dwelling
houses and the discharge of mortgages on
" dwelling houses. I wish to ask the Premier,
is the Act a dead letter? 1f not, why has
it fallen inte disuse and is it possible o re-
vive it so that this State may obtain some
of the money? If we had the money, we

could undoubtedly spend it. There are
people in my electorate anxious to get
Lomes. They are paying 12s. 6d., 15s. and

17s. 6d. a week for ramshackles. Any
builder could build a far better home than
the places for which those rents are being
paid at a price, I should say, of less than
£200. I spent my childhood in a house on
the goldfields that cost my father less than
£100, and there was certainly nothing wrong
‘with it. I am satisfied that a similar house
could be built here for £200. I saw some
of the houses built on group settlements.
If they had not been built under a system
of mass production and more care had been
vxercised, they could have been supplied
more cheaply and in better condition, but
even so they were not bad houses. They are
far better than some of the houses in which
people of North Fremantle are living and
for- which they are paying high rents. I
would like to see those people have an op-
peortunity to get cheaper homes which they
could purchase for about 10s. or 12s. Gd. a
week, which amouni would cover interest
and capital re-payments. That would be
possible only if we could build homes at a
price round about £200. It seems to me
that an advance under the Commonwealth
Housing Act would help us, and that we
could build some of those homes. I hope
the Premier will inform me why we have
‘not received any money under that Act and
whether it is possible to shake up the Com-
monwealth authorities so that in future we
can take advantage of the Act. I should
like a definite reply from the Premier as to
the reason why it is not thonght advisable
to commence the constimection of a new
bridge at Fremantle, and also a definite
answer to the questions regarding advances
to States under the Commenwealth Housing
Act,
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MR. MARSHALL (Murchisun) [9.3]:
My contribution to the discusszion will be
very brief, I feel refluctant to speak at all,
because the Minister for Atines, who would
be most concerned with my utterances, is
absent. 1 understand thag his absence will
be prolonged beyond the passing of these
Estimates, and 1 cannot expect the Premier
to hold up the Estimates pending bis retura.
1 desire to draw the Government’s atten-
tion to the fact that the State Battery sys-
tem, as we know it to-day, is anyihing but
satisfactory. For many years our State
Batteries have been gradually falling iuto, a
bad state of disrepair, and because of that
have bucome ineflicient. Years ago a policy,
bad in itself and worse from un cconomic
point of view, was adopted. One of my first
remarks to the Minister for Mines when I
entered the House in 1921 was that his
poliey of shifting a State battery, because
the production of ore had declined in the
distriet, was bad. I argued then, as I argue
to-day, that if caretakers had been employed
—many old-age pensioners were available
who would have guarded the property of the
State—such batteries would have again been
of great usefulness to their respective dis-
tricts. I had in mind that there was always
a chanee of a revival in the gold mining in-
dustry. My utterances, however, werg un-
heeded, and that policy was continued.
When one battery in an aclive distriet
needed repairs, it gradvally swallowed its
neighbour in a less active district. From
my electorate no fewer than four batteries
have vanished. Whether we derived any eco-
nomie benefit from such a policy, I cannot
say. But this I ean affirm, that the policy
was due to two considerations, firstly, the
decline ' in the production of ore by prospee-
tors, and secondly, the desire on the part of
the superintendent of State ‘Battdries to
keep costs down, Apart from the State Bat-
teries that have vanished from my electo-
rate, it is well known that Governments have
dealt liberally in the way of advancing loans
to certain syndicates and companys and
have taken a mortgage or lien over the as-
sets of the syndicates or companies.
Amongst the assets was machinery suitable
for adding to the State Batterv system.

Over a period of years it wag
not difficult for the Superintendent
of State Batferies to keep costs

down by dismantling inactive batteries
and utilising parts for batteries that ve-
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quired repairs. The result of that poliey is
that none of the State hatteries, in my ele:-
torate st any rate, can be said to be in any-
thing like a decent state of repair, or up to
a pood standard of efficieney. Had those
batteries heen retained in their original posi-
" tions, instead of being dismantled and used
"to =upplement other batteries, there would
- have been hundreds of men more engaged in
prospecting in those districts to-day. Pros-
pectineg becomes unattractive unless a man
is' on particularly high grade ore or unless
crushing facilities are near at hand. Conse-
quently we have places like Mt. Weith, Mt,
Bgerton, Nannine and Quinns suffering
-sadly fromy the lack of crushing faeilities.
- The Government have not profited from this
very uneconomic policy because théy, in turn,
have subsidised the carting of ore over great
‘distances, whirh eould have heen obviated
* had the batteries leen. maintained on their
‘ original sites. It seems to me that the
present supervintendent of State hatteries has
"a keen desire, notwithstanding the great de-
mand for the services of State batteries at the
* moment, to keep his administrative charges
and expenses down fo a level eomparable
with that of his predecessor. In his effort
to nehieve this, the State Batteries have fal-
lenn into a very bad eondition. Another bad
policy adopted in the past—TI hope it will
not he reverted to or continned—is the leas-
ing of State hattevies to private individuals.
At Tuckenarra there is a State mill which
has heen leased for many vems. All that is
teft of the State battery now is, I believe, a
sufficient asset to draw from one individual
an offer of £250. That shows the condition
of disrepair into which our State batferies
have fallen. The other night the Minister
for Mines said that the charges for treatment
were reasonable, bearing in mind the netual
cost of running State batteries plus the
earting suhsidy. A sum represented hy 2
dwts. 8 grains of gold is charged for the
treatment of ore. Tn itself that would seem
to e a reasonable charge, but we must re-
member that in addition there is a dednction
of 10 per cent. on the tonnage erushed as
against the tonnage treated by eyanidisation,
and then the Government only pay on a 75
per cent. cxtraction. On the last London
quotation for gold of £7 1s. 7d. per fine
aunee, the charge works out at 18s. 6d., or
with exchanre added £1 1s. If we add to
this the 10s. per ton for crushing, we have
a.sum of 31s. that is charged for ore treated
at n State hattery. There are mining com-
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panies in this State which not only break
the ore and haul it thousands of feet, as
well as treat it, hut ean afford to pay for
the development work, at a total eost of less
than #1s. per ton. There is something radi-
eally wrong with the administration of the
State battery system. 1 have approached
the superintendent concerning the condition
of some of the mills in my electorate. He
does naot exhibit a very keen desire to bring
the batteries up to a decent state of repair.
He argues that this will cost money. That
s not his business. His job is to put in a
refuisition in cases where he knows expendi-
ture is necessary to make the battery effi-
cient and keep it in a good state of repair.
In one instance I told the superinténdent
about the deplovable condition of the Cue

battery, I had no sympathy for him. He
told me with a eynieal smile that it was
aquite  a  new  mill Within  four
months of my speaking to him the
battery practically collapsed, and two

months passed before it could be put inte
working order again. There is not that
activity, sincerity and desire about the
Superintendent of State Batteries that ane
would like to see. Every State battery
in my electorate is several months behind
on the prospectors’ orders. It is all very
well for the Minister and the superinten-
deni to say that to be a few months in
arrears is neither here nor there. Their
only obligation is to do the best they can,
whilst the business people and the pros-
pecters are having a struggle for existence.
It does not encourage the prospectors that
this sort of thing should contipue. A man
may find he has a reasonable opportunity
of making a certain show pay, and is pre-
pared to work it, but when he finds he has
to wait five or six months before he can
get his ore treated there is no encourage-
ment for him to make a snceess of the
venture. If ihere is one industry we ean
afford to nurse and cherish, it is the gold
mining industry, the brightest spot in the
State. I do net claim it is the backhone
of the country, as the Leader of the Oppo-
sition says when he is speaking of the
farming industry, but I do say it is earry-
ing practically the whole burden of the
State. If we are not going to provide ade-
quate crushing faeilities within a reason-
able time, and see that the batteries are
brought up to a proper state of repair
g0 that they ecan perform sufficient and
satisfactory serviees, clients of the hatter-
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ies will become disheartened, and the posi-
tion generally will be detrimental to the
progress and development of the industry.
I intend to watch closely for the next 12
months to see whether my utterances have
been heeded. If they have not received at-
tention I hope to speak with a greater de-
gree of heat 12 months later than I am
doing to-night. In my electorate the State
hatteries are a disgrace to the department.
No Minister or superintendent could jus-
tify the exorbitant charges the prospector
has to pay for the ireatment of his ore.
It is not sufficient for the Minister to say
that a privately-owned battery charges
more, I was always taught when I was in
charge of a privately-owned battery, that
my hattery, although it was doing as well
as any other, could do much better, and
I was asked to see that it did better. That
should be the instruction to the Superin-
tendent of State Batteries. For a few
pounds all our State batteries eould be put
into a state of repair. The money would
be well spent and it would encourage those
who are sacrificing their comforts, living
a hard life, and working under great dis-
advantages, to hope that they would gain
some result from their labours. As things
are at present, prospectors may. have to
wait =ix 1ponths before they get any re-
turn. The whole system shonld he re-
viewed by tle Minister, with the object.of
secing what improvements ean be effected.
Knowing what T do about batteries and the
treatment of ore, I say. there is much to
be done. If I were Minister for Mines I
would see that it was done. Before a pros-
pector can be expected to be atiracted to
any particular district, some provision
should be made in advance. I suggest thai
the State Geologist should indicate where
Staie batteries conld be established with
a reasonable hope of attracting pro<pectors
to develop anrviferous ores there. We have
always pursned a wrong poliey and waited
for prospectors to go ahead. That was al?
right in the early days, when alluvial gold
depozits were found in many places. To-
day we have nothing but low-grade de-
posits so far as I know. There is nothing
to attract the prospector uniess he has 2
State batfery available within a reason-
able distance of his work. In the north-
western portion of my electorate there is
room for two or three State batteries. The
capital involved would be a good invest-
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ment, and 1 am confident that these addi-
tional units would attract hundreds of men
into the distriet, and we cannot say how
important the results mnay be. The money
would be more wisely spent than money is
being spent under some of the headings
associated with the Revenue Estimates. [
should like to draw the attention of the
Minister in charge of goldfields water sup-
plies to the condition of the stoek
wells along the routes in my eleetorate.
It is not much that the growers of the North-
West ask of the Government. One of their
main needs is a zood watering system along
each stock route, and not only for the trans.
port of stock to markel, but also for its
transport from one distriet to another and
Erom one station to another. T agrec that
the department have done much to hring
the wells in my eleetorate into a decent state
of repair. However, so far as T can ascer-
tain, the department propose to attend only
to the central stock route, the main artery
of the North-West. T sineerely hope they
will not stop there. They have a team of
men operating, and have been meost for-
tunate in’securing the scrvices of two or
three of the best miners in Western Ans-
tralin. The reason for that is .that those
hiners cannot get back into the mining in-
dustry.  Theyx stn\cd out of it too long,
and now, owing to their afflictions, they can-
not return to the industry. Let me urge
the Jlinister te utilise that Iabour \\'hife
it is available. There ave the western and
the eastern stoek routes. All the wells on
those routes deserve immediate attention. I
urge the Minister to take advantage of the
wonderful services of thoze men, w hl]c they
are in his employ, to sce that all the.u,ells
are put in a proper state of repair. Surely
the Minister can do that much for the
growers of the North-West. Thev must have
wood stock routes in order to eheck up on
shipping and other means of transpert hy
whicl they would be exploited. if they eould
not overland their stock. T repeat, it is not
much they ask for. Were I the Mipister,
[ would do my utmost to retain the serviees
of those miners permanently. When thev
have got all the wells that are now out of
repair brought to a condition of efficiency.
let them start off acain and go over the stock
routes afresh. T desive to draw the Gov-
ernment’s attention to the fact that there
are wells needed in the more northern por-
tions of the central stock route, or from the
central stock route across to the west, prac-
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tically desert country. IHon. members can
appreciate the wastage in beasts travelling
long distances through sandy country with
very little feed, in the heat of the day, with-
out water.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: Is that stock route
nused now?

Mr. MARSHALL: Yes. Many stores
come down that route for fattening pur-
poses, and many beasts ave transferred from
one distriet to another by means of that
route. Others are brought down in easy
stages. Numbers eame down recently owing
to the bad season. 1 do not know how the
North would have got on if that team of
men had not been put to work at the time
it was. There would have been a crisis
among the growers. I fail {o understand
the Government not spending the few pounds
necessary for putting down wells. In the
early days, when these wells were fiest
gazetted, cattle were the heasts prineipally
catered for in that area. One can take hig
stock over a fair distanve without water,
but much of that area has now heen sub-
divided and sheep are grown on it.  The
little animal cannot travel too far or too
fast. On a hot day, with his coat of wool,
he is not able to go far, especially without
water. Some squatters are trying to find
water on their runs: but aceording to the
information that has reached wme, negatia-
tions have been entered into with the Gov-
ernment for the use of one of the Southern
Cross boring plants now in the North, 1
sincerely hope the Governmeni will meet
the wishes of the men in the North in that
vespect. Let them ascertain whether water
can be obtained at reasonable distances. I
know that the Government are sympathetic
towards the North-West. The men there
have a great struggle all the vear round,
what with one pest and another; and when
they find it necessary to transport their
stock, they are¢ handieapped hy want of
water. That stage has been reached in the
history of the North-West when the defect
should be remedied. If we could get for
the North-West a fraction of what is made
available to the wheatgrowers, we wonld he
quite satisfied. A few pounds would over-
come the difficulties of the North-West, and
T urge the Minister concerned to give earn-
est consideration to the request for further
wells along the northern portion of the
northern stock route. I urge, further, that
all wells on the three stock routes be put
in a state of repair before they lose the
value they now possess.

[ASSEMBLY ]

MR. NORTH (Claremont) [9.28]: It
seenls to me that from all quarters, whether
one takes the posiiion in Great Britain or
the situation in other parts of the world,
there is being forced upon us in this State
the necessity, ahove everything else, for a
more balanced economy. The remarks of
the Leader of *he Opposition in regard to
the need Lor more money for agriculture,
and the remarks of the member for Nedlands
reminding us that of our wool production
we use only a half per cent. and of our
wheat production only iten per cent, in
themselves point out the reason why we in
this State have heen so hard hit by the de-
pression as compared with other countries.

The reason i=s 1o be found in our un-
balanced  economy. In  past years we
were  wisled  into  exporting te an Old

World which was working on internationa?
lines of trade. We were also urged
to spend millions of pounds upon several
export industries. I am pleased to notice
that in the East manufacturers now are dis-
cussing the question of spreading Austra-
lian secondary industries from two Eastern
States to all the States. That I regard as
an important  and  striking  advance re-
corded in the news during the last few
days. If we ean persuade the Federal Gov-
ernment and the Commonwealth generally to
achieve in Awustralia a more balanced com-
muaity, we shall overcome our troubles. Be-
cause of these evils, we have heard to-night
all the eomplaiuts about wheatgrowers un-
able to balance their bhooks and about the
tlosing-up of farms all over Australia.
These features are due to the fact that we
have depended upon exports to the ruthless
0Old World, which does not now require our
produets as it used to do. We must remem-
ber that Great Britain has shown us a good
example, and that during the years sinee the
war she has deliberately endeavoured to
make herself a self-contained country. Her
exports may continue, but nevertheless she
will soon he in a position of being absolutely
self-contained, even in regard te growing
her own food products. She has experts
who maintain that that can be done. An
example has heen set recently whereby she
is putting thousands of Britishers from the
idle, depressed areas on the land, thus start-
ing the very group settlements which appar-
ently we are finding trouble in carrying on
here.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: Do you say they
can grow their foodstuffs as well?
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Mr. NORTH : Experts say it ean be done.
The effect upon us is shown in the fact that
the Eastern States manufacturers are not
only demanding a greater inerease in our
secondary ndustries but are advoecating that
they shall he spread through all the States
and not merely concentrated in Victoria and
New South Wales. If that should become
the policy of Australia, there should he
not merely an attempt to support farming
for it; own sake, bhut urgent steps should
be taken (o develop Australia’s secondary

- industries and thus utilise more of the trade
internally, which absorbs three-auarters of
the total. We should then he better placed
to deal with our troubles. Not only
that, but by extending our exports from that
point, having largely increased our seceon-
dary indusiries, we shall be in a position
to commence paying off our national debt
abroad. At present we are merely carrying
on with our exports to meet interest charges.
We should bhe fully equipped, physiecally
and from an engineering standpoint, to pro-
duce 90 per cent. of our requirements with-
in the Commonwealth, and surely the time
has come when that should be our poliey.
The reason that it has been so difficult in
Western Australia is that we have a mere
handful of people with a huge surplus to
get rid of. From the standpoint of wheat
production alone we could feed 3,000,000
people. This State could easily earry that
number whereas in the Eastern States there
are already 6,000,000 to-day. Tt is not for
the Opposition to say how that poliey should
ne inaugurated, but it is pleasant to know
that leading economists in Australia are
turning their attention in that direction. I
de not know why Country Party members
should not be glad that some method should
be suggested to increase the population of
Western Austrailia largely in order that we
shall more nearly ‘absorb the produce we ean
grow but cannot sell.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle) [9.32]: I
was rather amused to hear the member for
Nedlands {Hon, N. Keenan) refer to the
Fremantle Harbour Trust, and his sugges-
tion that ihe revenue from the Trust’s trad-
ing should not be taken into Consolidated
Revenue. As a matter of faet, in 1931 I
asked a number of questions that the hon,
member vevlied to in his then Ministerial
capacity. His views in those days «do not
coineide with those he expresses to-day. I
have always advocated that the revenue from

1371

the Fremantle Harbour Trust shounld not
be paid into Consolidated Revenue, and the
Trusi forced to go, cap-in-band, fo the Gov-
crnment if they desired to spend money on
fhe wharves. On the 23rd June, 1931, I
asked a question in this House, and sought
information from the member for Nedlands,
as Chief Seeretary, regarding the amount
that had been paid into Consclidated Rev-
enue each year from 1918, inclusive, by the
Fremantle Harbour Trust. 1is answer gave
the following details:—

£

1718 Nil

1918-10 Nil

1919-20 49,705
1920-2) 71,404
192122 56,441
1922.23 47,272
1923-24 96,611
1924.95 142 96%
1925-26 112,026
19246-27 142,245
1927-28 162,521
1928-29 190,715
1929-30 193,568

So those figures show that the £80,000, of
which he complammed, represents a mere
bagatelle compared with what has been paid
into Consolidated Revenue by the Trust in
the past, including the time when the hon.
member himself was a Minister.

Hon. N. Keenan: T was not Minister
from 1924 to 1930.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The hon. member was
& Minister in June, 1931.

Hon. N. Keenan: Yes, and I gave you
the history of what had happened, urder
other Governments.

Mr. SLEEMAXN: The hon. member went
on to say, in answer to a further question I
pat to him—

it is correct to say that I view the high cost
of harbour services ay detrimental to the wel-
fare of the State, and representation has been
made accordingly, with a view to revision of
the charges on expert of primary products.
Without the coneurrence, however, of the
Treasury, the surtax eannot be abolished, and
in view of the necessity for the expenditure at
an early date of a large sum in reconstruction

of wharves, such coneurrehee i not obtain-
able.

At that stage the hon. member claimed that
concurrence in what was suggested could
not be obtained because money was required
for the reconstruection of wharves. On the
7th July, 1931, I asked the hon. member,
in his capaecity as Chief Secretary, the fol-
lowing question—

In view of the amount, £193,000, paid iato
Consolidated Revenue last year from the
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operations of the Fremantle l{ilt'b(ll.ll' ’l‘gqst,
does he intend to continue using this utility
as a taxing machine?

To that question the hon. member replied—

The operations of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust are not, and have never been, used arf
a taxing wachine.

I also asked him—

Has he made representations to the Treasury
to remove the ypresent surchage, which has
helped considerably to raise the cost of living
to the ‘‘dizzy heights of 1929°'?

To that he replied—
The Crensury, with the knowledge of the
Minister, is not in a position to remove the

surcharge. The Minister, therefore, refrains
from making useless suggestions.

[ asked him—

Is he prepared te subordinate lLis fiscal re-
form ideas tu the dictation of the State Trea-
sury?

To that he replied—
If any conflict arises, wno.
Then again I asked him—

Will he refrain from critieising the me-
dence of the tariff till he is prepared to re-
move the war-time measure known as the fsur-
charge,”’ which ean continue only
sanction? o

with his

The reply I reeceived from the hon. member
was— .

No. The Federal tarifi and charges made
for harbour services are not eomparable:
I have always claimed that the profits from
the operations of the Fremantle Harbour
Trust should not he taken into Consolidated
Revenue but should be retained by the Trunst
in order that they could carry out necessary
work on the wharves. I hope it will be pos-
sible in the near future for that practice to
be adopted. ~ At present hundreds of thous-
ands of pounds are paid into Consolidated
Revenue by the Harbour Trust, and if
£1,000 or.£2,000 is required for constrnction
work or repair work on the Fremantle
wharves, the Harbour Trust commissioners
have to approach the Government for per-
mission to spend the money. I hope that
will be altered very soon and that the com-
missioners will be able to retain at least
some of the money they make in order to
cffect necessary work. Another matter,
whieh was referred to by the member for
North-East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin), that
I wish to deal with velates to workers’
homes. The Loan Estimates for 1934-33 con-
tained provision for £35,000 as capital for
the ‘Workers’ Homes Roard, but this vear

[ASSEMBLY.]

the amount bas been rveduced to £15,000.
Even last year the workers were mot pro-
vided with the homes they should have ob-
tained. Tle man In a reasonable position
with a substantial salary is a good mark and
he ¢an secure a home from the board at an
expenditure of upwards of £900. 1 claim
the people for whom the Workers’ Homes
Board was ¢reated are not those in such a
position, but rather the poorer man who
is on the hasie wage and on part-time
work. Such a man has no more chance of
securing a home from the Workers' Homes
Board than he has of flying. I know that
tor a fact, because T have frequently ap-
proached the board on such matters. It is
not neecssary for the man who has a good
job to secure a home from the Workers’
Homes Board beeaunse he can go to outside
institutiens and obtain the assistance e may
vequire. The man who should reeeive as-
sistance through the Workers” Homes Board
is he who is on the bottom rung. When I
visited the Royal Show recently I was in-
terested in the display of the State Saw-
mills, I noticed a plan of a house on the
wall of the department’s exhibit. It was the
type of house that hundreds of people would
jump at a chance of securing. T asked what
such a house would cost and was toid that
it would run into just under £200, including
material and labour, The men who should
el assistance from the Workers' Homes
Board are those who are down and out.
They should be able to secure homes at
from 7s, to Ts. 6d. per week. Such homes
would be welecomed by hundreds of people
in the metropolitan area, and in the country
districts where homes are still more searee.
Thiring the Iife of the previcus Government
the Tate Mr. Seaddan, who was then a Minis-
ter, made available on my representations
timher for the building of small homes for
the nnemploved working for the local auth-
ority. The labour was done by other unein-
ploved men working for the local authority.
All told, about 20 of those houses were erec-
ted at a cost of £70. They were counted
verv good at the time, and T appreciated the
action of Mr. Beaddan. But we should go
a little better now and erect homes costing
np to £170 or £180. Unless the Worlkers
Hoemes Board ean do this sort of thing, they
ought to close up. I did not stop at the
Workers’ Homes Board, bug went on to the
Tndustrial Development Committee, and put
the proposition to them. They had money
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- available for the adding to existing homes
of one, two or three rooms, as the case might
be. So there we had the spectacle of people
who had already good hames bhut who, want-
ing some extra rooms, could o to the Indus-
triat Development Committee. That commit-
tec also, in reply to my representations, said
they were not prepared to do anything in
the way of small homes, altwough those
homes were for the very people who should
be catered for.

Mr. Sampson: And who need the assist-
ance most of all.

Mr. SLEEMAN : Certainly. T hope some-
thing will he done about this matter. If the
poliey of the Workers’ Homes Board eannot
be varied, and if the policy of the Industrial
Development Committea eannot be alteresd,
I hope there will be brought into heing some
other body which will cater for those who
most require small homes. The conditions
under which a lot of those people are living
in Fremante are absoutely rotten—three cr
four families in one home, because none of
them ean afford to pay the full rent. T hope
something will be done for those poorer
people so that they may get homes for them-
selves.

Mr. North: Are there many empty houses
down there?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Yes, quite a lot, while
three or four families are to he found living
in the one house because not any one of them
can pay the full rent. Then the Workers'
Homes Board have numbers of homes to dis-
pose of, but the prices are far bevond the
basic wage worker. For a long time we
have seen reeurring every Year an item on
the Loan Estimates, “Leighton-Robb’s Jetty
Railway and Fremantle Bridge, unexpended
halanee Joan authorisation, 30th June, 1935,
£65,1417; and in the other c¢olumn,
“Bstimated  unexpended  balanee, 30th
June, 1936, £65141." That has been
recurring for & number of vears, and
I am tired of seeing it in these
columns. T only wish something would be
inserted showing what is likelv to be done
during the coming vear. However, in that
T have been disappointed. Now it will be
necessary for me to prove that there are en-
gineers, really competent men, who are en-
tively opposed to the dictum of other engin-
eers who have said that a new Fremantly
hridge is not necessary. T shall show that
highly competent engineers have said that
a new hridee is ahsolutely necessarv. So
T wish to present to the Committee the names
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of men who have recommended that a new
bridge is urgently needed. Then T will en-
deavour to maintain that other people, Min-
isters and members, have declared in favour
of the hwidge. As Far hack as 1897 the bridge
was declared unsafe, and another bridge was
huilt alongside it. T have here an illustra-
ifon showiug the old hridge, which was bhuilt
in 1864 hy conviet labour. 1In 1897 the
authoritivs of the day decided it was unsafs,
and so they built ¢his new hridge to take its
place. It was for vehienlar traffic, while the
hridge of to-day was reserved for pedestrian
trafie. Tn 1907-08 the old discarded bridge
was hrought to life again, beeause it was
decided that the new hridge that had been
built was worn out. So new piles were pai,
into the old bridge, and it was brought back
into use again for the general publie. It re-
minds me of a spectacle I saw last year when
a man found his fowlhouse had nearly fallen
down. He put a few props under it and
said, ‘It will now do for quite a long time.”
This bridge is in much the same position.
Tt was built at a little distance up the river,
and when it was moved down into position
a few piles were put under it, the top was
ent off, and we have been using that bridge
ever since.

Han, P. D. Ferguson:

Mr. SLEEMAN: One man thinks so, bat
if he knew as much about it as I do he
would change his view. He has deelared
that it is safe, but I make this public an-
nouncement that the bridge is not safe, and
for a considerable time past has not been
safe. I hope to show before I sit down
that engineers entirely superior to those
who say it is safe have smd that it should
be removed and a new bridge constructed.
It will be necessary for me to show who
recommended that a new bridge should be
built, Mr, Stileman, then Engineer-in-
Chief, said a new bridge was necessary,
Mr, Blake, who at considerable expense
was  brought out to this country to
check Mr. Stileman’s recommendation, alse
said the bridge was unsafe and should be
rebuilt. So there we bhave Mr. Stileman
and Mr. Blake on the one side. Tt will
not be difficult to show that the ex-Minis-
ter for Works, Mr. MeCallum, thought the
bridge was unsafe. Also I will show be-
fore I conelude that Mr. Collier, the pre-
sent Premier, evidently thought the bridge
was unsafe. Speaking in this Chamber on
ihe 25th November, 1930, Mr, Collier said,

- €
Is it safe now?



1374

when referring to the proposed retirement
of Mr. Stileman—

It is faise economy to cut off the brains of
the department, especially with the experi-
ence we have had in the Works Department of
Western Australin during the last 20 years, I
doubt whether there is any other State in Aus-
tralia, or in fact any other countiry in the
world, where there are sp many monmments—and
expemsive monuments, too—to the incompet-
ence of professional officers and engineers as
exigts in Western Australia. Go where we will
we can see where money running into hundreds
of thousands of pounds, in faet, I might say,
elose on a million pounds, has been absolutely
squandered because we have had to accept the
advice of incompetent men.

My, Collier on the same occasion said—

But Governments in the past have been in-
duced to undertake schemes of this kind be-
cauvse they have accepted the estimates of en-
gineers, estimates which ultimately proved to
be astray to the extent of as mmch as 500 or
600 per cent.

Again on the same oceasion Mr. Collier
satd—

The State is covered with monuments io en-
gineering stupidity and folly, and when we are
able to seeure the services of a highly qualified

man, we retire him for the sake of saving a
few hundreds or a thousand pounds!

Later in the same speech Mr. Collier said—

1" have no hesitation in saying that, exeept
the Engineer-in-Chiet, there is net in the State
an engineer qualified to undertake the works
thiz State will have to construct in the years
ahead.

According to ‘“Hansard,” pages 1961-2,
the ex-Minister for Works stated—

Take the Wagin water supply: There
£15,000 was spent, and on completion of the
work very little water could get into the reser-
voir, and what little did get in was not held.
When I first went there with Mr. Stileman
und the rock eatchment was pointed out to him
he was amazed that any engineer conld have
recommended the plan to the Government , . .

Conceive the result if that wall at Chureh-
man's Brook had heen allowed to rest on the
kaolin foundation 4ft. 6in. below the surface!
The whole of the eost of the construction would
have heen gone and the lives of the people in
the valley below jeopardised. Fortunately the
work was saved through the fault being dis-
covered before it was too late . . .

Mr experience of Mr. Stileman shows me
that he embraces a unique combination. He
combines a highly skilled professional brain
with the acumen of a highly qualified business
man. When we take the report he submitted
to Parliament on the Fremantle harbour works,
if we are not convinced of his capacity, ability
and wide vision, I do not know what we re-
quire with which to he convinced. The report
has no equal amongst all the reporfs that have
ever been submitted to Parliament.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Thus both the Premier and the ex-Minister
for Works paid a glowing tribute to Mr.
Stileman. The Premier said he was the
one and only man able to undertake the
works that would be required in the State
in years to come.

Mr. Patrick: Other engineers have car-
ried out large works, ineluding the Canning
water scheme.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have quoted the opin-
ion of the Premier. Mr. Stileman said—

The heavy floods of July, 1928, which caused
the collapse of the north abutment of the rail-
way bridge, emphasised the need for early con-
sideration of this whole question, while it was
elear that both the existing bridges were ap-
proaching, if they had not already reached,
the limit of their economieal life, and that
heavy annual expenditure must be incurred in
their maintenance.

A Bill was introduced by Mr. MeCallum
for the erection of a new bridge and Par-
liament passed it.

Hon, P. D. Ferguson: That does not say
that the present bridge is unsafe.

Hon. W. D, Johngon: Why should he re-
commend a new one if the present one were
safe?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Let me repeat 3Mr.
Stileman’s words for the benefit of the
hon, member—

I was elear that both the existing bridges
were approaching, if they had not already
reached, the limit of their economical Tite and
that heavy anual expenditure must be imenrred
in their maintenance.

Hon. P. D, Ferguson: It might he ap-
proaching that condition for the next ten
years.

Mr. SLEEMAN: And it might not. If
the hon. member wishes to judge for himself
whether it is likely to last for the next
ten years, let him inspect the bridge from
a boat in the river.

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: And pit my judg-
ment against that of the engineers?

Mr. SLEEMAN: That is where a lot of
people are making a mistake. There are
some people who know more about the eon-
dition of the Fremantle bridge than do the
engineers. I refer to the divers. An en-
gineer will not inspect the bridge under
water, but the diver does so. Before I
finish I will read a report by the diver. He
is prepared to say that in his opinion the
bridge is not safe and has not been safe
for a considerable time,
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Hon. P. D. Ferguson: The engineer
would have the diver’s report.

Mr. SLEEMAN: When the diver was

inspecting the bridge, the enginecr imme-
diately above him expressed the desire to
go down in the diving suwit. A calm day
arrived and the diver said, ‘It is a mice
day to-day, what we term dead water. You
had better go down and have a look
round.”” They put the engineer into the
diving suit and lowered him, The diver
told him that when he got down he ought
to walk alony the piles and have a good look
at them for himself, When the engincer
reached the hottom he refused to move one
vard from the spot where he was lowered
and almost immediately gave the signal to
he pulled up. Then he remarked, “If that
is diving, you can have it on your own.”
He did not inspeet one pile.
Hon. P. D. Ferguson: That is my view
too. :
~ Mr. SLEEMAN: The Government or
anyvone else can get the opinion of the
diver. Would the hon. member say that
Mr. Stileman or any other engineer knew
more of the econdition of the bridge below
water than did the diver?

Hon. P. D. Ferguson: He would have the
diver’s report.

Mr. SLEEMAN: 1 maintain that on the
diver's report any third-class engineer would
have recommended the building of a mnew
bridge without delay. Mr. Blake was brought
to Western Australia at great expense to
the State to say wheiher Mr. Stileman’s re-
port was correct or otherwise.

Mr. Moloney: Did not he report on the
harbour?

Mr. SLEEMAN: He was brought out
to report on the harhour, the hridge and
the railway. Mr. Blake said—

The harbour is served by a system of rail-
way sidings (about 11 miles in all) with com-
nections to the existing main line from Perth
to Fremantle; this Iatter crosses the Swan
River on a bridge composed of timber piles at
the northern or upper end of the harbour. The
quays are also served by aboubt two miles of
roadway, and cross-river road communication
is provided by a bridge about 1,400 fcet above
the railway bridge. This bridge is of similar
type of construction to the railway bridge, and
both are in an unsatisfactory condition.
That was the condition at the time of his
visit. Later on in his report Mr. Blake made
recommendations as follows—

As the cxisting road and railway bridges
should, in any event, owing to their condition
be Tenewed at the earliest possible date, it is
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opportune that a re-location of these bridges
should be effected so as to facilitate the ex-
tension of the harbour., We suggest the re-
moval of both bridges to a point in the vicinity
of Bruce-street, but a little higher up the river,
as shown on Drawing No. 3, and recommend
that they be independent struetures,

The ex-Minister for Works, on the strength
af the reports by Mr. Stileman and Mr.
Blake, introduced the Bill in 1927. Accord-
ing to “Hansard” of that year, pages 1954-6,
he said—

In it we provide for the deviation of the
railway that now serves Fremantle to the site
of the suggested bridge over the Swan River,
as recommended by the Engineer-in-Chief in
his report on the bridge and the suggested im-
provements to the Fremantle harbour. So the
Bill carries with it the acceptance by the Gov-
ernament of the Engineer-in-Chief's report.
He says the bridge itself will take at least two
years to construct from the time the work
starts . . ..

It is most necessary to be very cautious in
making public statements dealing with bridges,
particularly a bridge carrying so much traffic
as does the Fremantle bridge, for we do not
want to create an impression in the publie
mind that the bridge is unsafe. .
Realising that it was necessary to be eau-
tious, the ex-Minister for Works con-
tinued—

Just after the washaway that oecurred in
1926, the 'Railway Department, who are in
charge of the railway bridge, examined tiu:
whole position, and the BEngineer for Ways
#nd Works, who is the responsile officer, put
aup to the Commissioner of Railways a long re
port on the bridge. After he had dealt with
the repairs, he cvencluded his minnte by
stating— :

I cannot undertake to maintain the pre-
sent bridge in safe working order for more
than about three years longer, and it will
probably take all that time Defore a new
bridge will be ready, even if a start is made
at once.

That was the opinion of another engineer
and his rveport is dated the I4th Oectober,
1926. The ex-Minister for Works con-
tinued— ) o

Over a year has gone hy since then. There
is the declaration by a responsible engineer
that he cannot guarantee the safety of the
hridge for more than another two years from
to-day. And it will take at least two years—
provided the money is found to the extent the
Engincer-in-Chief has asked for—to build the
bridge as suggested

The traffic bridge is an historie structure. . .
It has undergone many alterations since it was
first construeted, and has heen patched and
added to from year to ¥ear im the endeavour
to make it carry the traffic. It has given good
service and, of course, is now deerepit with
age .. ..
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In 1920 the effect of the teredo became evi-
dent and tarred piles were driven alongside the
existing piles where the effect of the marineg
borer was most marked . ... We are dealing
with the traffic bridge which was actually
closed in 1897, Another bridge was built
alongside it. At that time it was considered
unsafe. The average cost of maintaining the

. two bridges over the last five ycars has been
£41,003.

He went on Eurther to say—

In order to give some semblance of safety to
the bridge we have had to provide under the
Traffie Act that no person shall drive any ve-
“hicle across it of a weight exceeding 35 ewt. at
more than cight miles an hour. The Fremantle
trams do not travel at more than six miles an
-hour, while the maximum rate of other vehicles
is eight miles an hour. The big trams are not
allowed to cross the bridge at all.

These are statements made by a responsible
Minister, who said he had to be cautious
The engineers declared that the hridge was
unsafe. We are also told that the railway
bridge was unsafe. In 1925 I told members
of this Chamber that the railway bridge
was unsafe, and that something should be
done to make it safe. When the bridge went
they declared it was only the abntment that
gave way. After all, the weakest link in
a chain is the first to go. There was so
much timber in the fairway that the fair-
way was blocked. Something had to go,
and if the abutment had not gone, fhe bridge
itself would have gone. So mueh timber
had been driven into the fairway that there
was no room for the water to get away. In
the opinion of the ex-Minister for Works
as well as that of the Premier, the engineers
in question were competent to speak on this
question. TPeople holding responsible posi-
tions do not zay these things offhand with-
out first considering what they are going
to say. The ex-Minister for Works said he
had to be cautious in his remarks. 1 should
like to show how visitors to our shores view
these bridges. In August, 1927, a visitor
made the following remarks—

The top of the harhbour where the blue Swan
River narrows suddenly to a pretty country
stream is still spnmned by a bridge of poles
and planks.

This is how visitors view the harbour. T
will now turn to the files. There are one
or (wo matters I would like to have got hold
of, and Mr. Tindale said he would endeav-
our to trace them for me, but up to the pre-
sent I have not heen able to find them. On
the 27th August, 1926, I introduced a depu-
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tation to the Fremier and he made the fol-
lowing very definite statement—

The question of a new bridge was an old,
old story, but he was going to vary it and
tell them something new. The Government
belicved that a new bridge ought to be built,
and that it ought to be commenced as soon as
possible, and the Government were going to
do it. T will make provision on the Estimates
which will be under revigion in a fow weeks'’
time fur the money to be availuble, und the
bridge will be started ns soon as the respon-
gible ufitcers make their recommendation to the
Government i to the most suitable site. Be-
yond that there will be ne delay.

Oun the 13th June of this year, however, the
P'remier, according te the “West Austra-
lian,” said—

Questioned about the suggestion that a mew
bridge be built over the Swan River at Fre-
mantle as an unemployment relief measure,
possibly with Federal aid, the Premier (Mr,
P, Collier) made it clear yesterday that this
was a project which would have to wait.
Money spent on a bridge, Mr. Collier said, is
not reproductive at all. So far as the I're-
mantle bridge is coneerncd, my attitude is that
as long as the respomsible engineers in the
Government service certify that the present
structure 1s safe and reliable and that no risk
or danger is incurred in using it, I will not
attempt to find any money for a new bridge.
I will agree to find the money only when the
engineers advise that a new hridge has to he
built because the old one is not safe. The en-
gincers, of course, take into consideration tle
time mnecessary for the provision of a new
bridge.

Mr. Thorn drew attention to the state of
the House.

Rells rung, and a quorum formed.

Mr, SLEEMAN: T will again refer to the
files, in view of the promise made by the
Premier. Mr, Creswell, Engineer for Ways
and Works, a competent officer, made the
follawing report on the railway bridge—

It is desirable that there should he as little
delay as possible in deciding upon the selcme
for a new brildge, as we are repairing the old
bridge for one set of rails only, and apart
from the considerable inconvenignce that will
be incurred in single ling working from North
Fremantle to the south side of the river, [
cannot undertake to maintain the present
bridge in safe working order for more than
ahout three vears longer, and it will prob-
ably take all that time before the new bridge
would be ready, even if a start is made at
onee,

Further on in the file I find diver Luxton’s
report, which is as follows—

This is to certify that T have made a very
careful examination of all piles under North

Fremantle traffie bridge, and have noted and
marked the condition of each separate pile
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gorresponding with the nombers un the original
-plan, Al the piles with the black heads (good ).
They are the tarred twin piles. Others L have
nmarked bad. They are old piles. Some are
eaten right through, some are partly eaten
ihrough, aned others I have marked (gone)
are eaten off at the water’s edge und are
I¥ing on the Lottom of the river. Others 1
have marked (fair) are tender piles in the
traffic arches, with twoe or three exceptions.
All struts are gone helow water,

I started at pier 34 south-east abuiment,
and have continued through deep water to pier
20, to where it rises to 2 bank north-west, and
I think by comparing wy sketeh with the
original plan vou will bhe able to follow it. I
have alse made an inspection of all piles and
gtruts from pier 20 to pier No. 1, of whieh you

will find list  atteched. Yours  faithfully,
(signed) E. Luxton, Fremantle Harbour
Warks,

P.5—You will notice that T have marked a
lot of the shallow-water piles ‘¢fair.’? They
are very old piles, and T have tried them with
auger and with wood chisel, and they show
solid timber. For that reason [ have marked
them ¢‘fair.?’

1t will be =een that numerous piles are gone
altogether. Some have heen eaten off at
the water's edge and are lving at the bot-
tom of the river. The fender piles, with two
or three exceptions, were rotted; others were
eaten right throngh. That was the posi-
tion in 1927, Now to show how the lives
of our people are protected hy some of our
officials, let me mention a most seathing re-
port submitted by a diver, which eaun=ed
someone fo wake np on the 29th Jfuly, 1930
Nothing had been done meantinwe. Mr.
Munt wrote—

J find on investipation that n diver examined
the substructure of this bridge in 1927. His
report is at folios 47-49.  Although ithe report
indicated that a numhber of the piles were in
ungound condition, no action seems to have
‘heen taken. T comsider it is mecessary that the
substructure receive attention. To ensure that
all weak points will receive attention, T would
recommend that we have the piles again in-
spected by a diver, as, if teredo are present,
considerable damage could he done in three
_venrs.

After the diver had sent in such a repori,
nothing was done. T wish to warn the auth-
orities that if this is the way they care for
the lives of our people, it is time someone
clse took the matter over. Here is a com-
ment sent hack to the Under Secretary for
Works—

I made a personal inspection of this bridge
recently, and consider that a diver's inspeetion
of the piles shonld he made. The inspcetiop by
me was made on the 18th wmltimo, but it is
only mow that we have been able ta locate the
report of the diver who was previously engaged
to inspeet the bridge.
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It takes three years to locate ghe report,
Mr, Munt wakes up and wants to know what
has happened. Thereupon there is a reply
that the report cannot be located. Now I
pass on to the 25th November, 1930, when
Mr. Glendinning is found writing as fol-
lows :—

Nerious faults have been discovered, and al-
though the structure has stood apparently for
sume time with these faults, it cannot be ex-
peeted to do so very mueh longer. As it now
stands, the bridge is unsafe. 1 mean by this
the bridge is not capable of sustaining a load
above the ordinary, a scvere strain, or shock.
I refer mainly to both navigation spans where
u heavy load overhead, or the bumping of a
passing  vessel, harge or tug, might casily
bring on a serieus collupse. Until the plans
ire completed and my computations worked
out, I cannot indicate the full amount of work
necessary.  Many timber beams will require
strengthening or renewal, and new work is re-
quired in piles and timber work; this will take
some little time to complete. 1 submit my
reasons for the urgeney of making both navi-
gation spans safe.

Right throngh the piece we find engineer
after enginecr reporting in the same terms.
Because one engineer said the bridge was
likely to be safe for a while, the lives of the
people of Western Australia arve likely to
be gambled with. I aceept no responsibility.
If my representations prove futile, I cannot
help it. Now I come to Mr. Tindale's last
report—the only report, so far ns [ see,
with a good word for the bridge. Perhaps
Mr. Tindale is right and all the others are
wrong. IKngineer or no engineer, any mem-
ber of this Chamber who saw the piles
would unhesitatingly say the bridge was un-
safe, no matter what any engineer might
say. Mr. Tindale writes, under date of the
dth July last—

T have heen interested in running out an
estimate of the cost of construeting, in tim-
ber, a bridge to give serviee equal to the sug-
gested conercte bridge: such a bridge, T esti-
mate, would cost in the region of £73,000,
Further back Mr. Tindale’s estimate for a
conerete bridge was £650,000. Now he talks
of a timher bridge to cost £73,000.

At 5 per cent., the annual interest charges
on the conerete bridge would he £32,500, and

on the timber structure £3,750, or a difference
of some £20,000. Tn other words, a timber

strueture, as compared with one of concrete,

would pay for itself in something over two
years. We could safely assume its life at 30
vears. I do not wish it to be thought that T
am advocating a timber structure; there is no
necewdity for such advocacy at the present
time, in view of the stated eondition of the
present bridge. ’
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Mr., Tindale says that a timber structure
could be put up for £75,000, representing an
annual interest charge of £3,750. Whilst [
am loth to agree to a timber structure, yet
if such a structure is likely to last 30 years,
and at that cost, it wounld be cheaper to
adopt timber. This country is paying more
for interesi and maintenance on the two ex-
isting bridges than would eonstruet a {imber
bridge. I have been against a timber bridge
for many years, but if its construetion
would mean the distribution of the money
within the State, with the results already
stated, I would agree to a timber strueture.
I trust something will be done shortly to im-
prove the present position. Here is a photo-
graph  showing “Further Repairs to
Bridge.” That is quite a commen sight. In
fact, it 1s the commonest of sights to see the
old red flag waving there. I de not know
what Billy Hughes would have done if in
war-time the red flag had waved there as
much ag it does in these times of peace.
Members of this Chamber who drive mator
cars know the condition of the hridge. My
smaller children are never happier than
when going over it, beeause, while they do
not know the danger, they sey they get such
a good switchback movemeni on the old
rattletrap. And here is a photograph, taken
34 years ago, of a bridge built by convicts.
Now I show a photograph of another bridge
which lasted until a few years ago, when 1t
was pulled down and the community re-
verted to the old bridge. The photograph
shows the amount of timber in the structure.
It also shows the place where the women
and children of North Fremantle had their
clothes torn to pieces for many years. An-
other photograph shows a huge lump of tim-
ber that has been placed on the bridge so
that no tram will falt through. If it had not
bheen placed there, perhaps a tram wonld
have been deposited into the river below.
This photograph shows a few rails that ar:
missing. Tt does not matter if someone
falls over the edge. Photographs cannut
lie; there they are! Another photograph
shows the nice approach that we have to the
bridge. Members can see the tumble-down
nature of the approach; rails down here and
there do not seem to matter at all. Now I
will direct the attention of members to the
most serious of the photographs I have,
This morning I was in a rowing boat taking
photographs from below. I want to warn
the Government that if thev do not do some-
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thing about the bridge very soon, something
serious will happen. If they do not take
action, they will not have the bridge much
longer.  Should people meet their deaths
there, the Government will not be able to
say they werc not told about the position.
They will not he able to claim the displace-
ment of the abutments as an excuse next
time. This photograpl of some of_ the
piles was taken this morning and the nega-
tive developed during the day, It shows the
piles eaten right through.

Mr. Moloney: Was that between wind and
water?

Alr. SLEEMAN: Yes. The photograph
was taken at low tide, and the part between
wind und water is the worst of all. That is
where the piles go. 1 might explain that
many of the piles have been eaten through
for some time and the Government have
placed fender piles or spring piles alongside
the original piles, to which they have been
bolted. This photograph shows that spring
piles have been eaten through as well. As
some of the main piles and spring piles have
hoth been eaten through, God knows what is
keeping the bridge up. I urge the Govern-
ment to do something to rectify the position.
It cannot remain unattended much longer.
I know that some members regard any men-
tion of the Fremantle bridge as a joke; but I
can assure them it is no laughing matter.
It is a serious thing to gamble with the lives
of the people. I hope this will be the last
time I shall have to direct the attention of
the Government to this particular matter.
If it is absolutely necessary that we must
put up with a wooden bridge, we shall have
to agree to that course being pursued. For
my part, I do not like the idea. -Some people
say that posterity can look after itsclf, and
iIf a wooden bridge will last for another 4D

* vears, I suppose we shall have to be content

with that. I would prefer a more substantial
bridge of concrete and steel to be construc-
ted rather than one of the inferior article,
if 7 may refer to our hardwoods as such, I
do not desire to disparage our local timbers,
but used in water, it has to be admitted that
wood is inferior to concrete.

MR. WARNER (Mt. Marshall) [10.23]:
T do not desire to delay the Committee, bat
I regard it as necessary to inform members
of the conditions that obtain in the North-
Eastern portion of the wheatbelt. It is pro-
per that the Government shall be informed
of the greatly-reduced quantity of hay that
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will be eut and wheat harvested in that part
of the State this vear. T refer more par-
ticularly to that part of the distriet that ex-
tends along the railway from Koorda to
Campion, and from Kulja to Bonnie Rock.
In that area little hay will he cut this vear
and very small quantities of wheat will be
harvested, possibly not more than will bhe
sufficient to feed the stoek and people, re-
spectively, in that affected area. It will be
neeessary for mueh additional assistance to
be rendered to scttlers if we are to prevent
further abandonment of farms. It is essen-
tial, from a national standpoint, to stem the
rush of farmers from their holdings. Quite
recently we had an indication of what results
from the abandonment of properties in the
consequent cost to the Government on ae-
connt of the grasshopper plague. The pests
bred on abandoned farms became sueh a
menace that they not only involved the Gov-
ernment in considerable cost in the supply
of poison and so forth, but ate out even
what small erops were on farms in the viein-
ity. For those farms some little profit wounld
have been made but for the plague. I de-
sire to give the Government eredit for the
manner in which, immediately they were in-
formed by me of the situation, they took
action to cope with the difficulty. They sent
the Government Entomologist to cxamine
the position on the spot and to act in econ-
junetion with the road board and the farm-
ers in eoping with the plague. Had it not
heen for the abandoned farms in that area,
I do not think there would have been any
grasshopper plague. Farmers who were
working their holdings cannot be blamed for
that oceurrence. To permit a further aban-
donment of farms will merely mean deplet-
ing our exports, the proceeds from which en-
able the Government to function. If further
assistance is not available to the farmers
in that part of the State ' this year,
abandonments wmay be so hbeavy that
the effect will be felt hy future Gov-
ernments charged with the administration of
the affairs of State. Owing to the low
prices obtainable for wheat, a farm to-day
is more a liability than an asset. This
vear when it looked as though gooed prices
might be obtained, it was dishearfening
to know that drought conditions prevailed
over such a large area of the State, from
which no returns, praetically speaking, will
be received. The trustees of the Agricul-
tural Bank are really getfing all they can
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from the farmers, but, under existing con-
ditions, the man on the land is largely in
the position of a manager of his property.
Many of them are beginuing to think they
would be better off on sustenance than
continuing on their farms, with the possi-
bility of baving insufficient with which to
carry on and to provide clothing for their
families. The farmer is hard working and
spends long hours at his toil. The pre-
sent Government desire that every worker
shall be reasonably compensated, and, in
those circumstanees, due consideration
should be given to the position of the
farmer, who should also be entitled to a
reasonable living, Most of them have sunk
their life’s savings in their properties. If
we accept the figures quoted by the mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mr. Moloney) with refer-
ence to loan funds made available by the
Government in aid of the farmers, we need
not dispute them. On the other hand, if
farmers had been engaged on the basic
wage and had received payment for the time
they were employed, whichk would be the
equivalent of the result of the sale of their
products, their employers would be owing
them more in wages than would be repre-
sented by the amount of the farmers’ in-
debtedness bhorrowed from the State to en-
able them to carry on, and in that way help-
ing fto keep the State solvent. That is
the position of the fariner, and as I know
the memher for Subiaeo (Mr. Moloney) is
a fighter for every class of working man, T
trust that if he speaks later, as no doubt
he will, he will agree that the position of
the farmer must be maintained at a rea-
sonable standard and not be any worse
than that of other workers. At the pre-
sent time it must be agreed that the posi-
of the farmer is an unenviable one. I am
pointing this ont so that the Government
may see that more money must be forth-
coming than is provided in the Estimates
to enable the farmer to carry on. I am
pleading chiefly for those in infected areas
who, through no fault of their own, will be
foreced off their holdings. A large amount

. of money will be required, but I hope and

beliecve the Government will give reason-
ably sympathetic treatment to those far-
mers who are hunestly endeavouring to
carry on. It has been mentioned here, and
I endorse the remark, that numbers of far-
mers have gone off their holdings but that
those who are left are all good solid fight-
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ers, and it would be very hard to see them
abandon the land. From a national point
of view it would spell ruination. The lack
of rain in that part of the district is not
alone responsible for there being no erops
up there this year, for equally heavily felt
is the lack of water conservafion. -‘This
is another reason why it is essential to
have water supplies in further numbers in-
stalled in that area, for pretty soon now
the Government will have o convey water
along that railway line. Had an amount of
money been spent in small tanks up there
it would have averted this crisis and given
the farmers the opportunity to retain some
of their stoek. As it is, unless we have
thunderstorms, it really appears that the
farmers will have to remove their stock to
other districts for agistment, or alterna-
tively dispose of them. 1 am not unmind-
ful of the fact that this Government have
given me quite a lot of assistance in point
of water supplies in my district. Five or
six country conservations have been laid
down in that area, but at the same time I
feel that the Government shounld give more.
It is clear that the farmers will have to
go in for mixed farming, and to do that
they must have water supplies. So, foo,
water is required by all those farmers who
believe it is better to have horses than to
have fractors, which means using imported
fuel as against our own local product. I
believe that much hay will have to be sent
into these distriets this year, and I trust
the Minister for Lands took notice of my
remark some time ago, when I asked that
the Agricultural Bank shonld be requested
to see whether it was possible to assist
those with hay in the infected area so as
to save the importing of chaff carrying
‘varions weeds, and of the scandalous qual-
ity which was sent up there recently. Some
of the chaff sold to the farmers up there
was a positive disgrace and quite unfitted
to be' fed to their stock. I do not kncw
whether it was the fault of the Government,
but T do know that fodder had to be Sup-
plied ‘while the dmought conditions pre-
vailed, and the Government had fo supply
it in order to keep the farmers going. I
hope the Minister for Water Supplies will
endeavour to give some added water catch-
ments in that area. In the building of the
class of tank for which I have made appli-
cation, local products can be used and, of
course, local labour. We have a sufficiently
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large number of men still ounly partially
employed and who could be put on full
time on those jobs up there. The dams in
that area have only a fow feet of waler in
them, whereas in a normal season they
wonld now be full That water short-
age, I am sorry to say, exiends down to
Kodj-Kodjin, and I trust that one of the
supplies applied for will be given fo them
s0 as to save an exodus of stock from that
district this year. I believe the Minister for
Agriculture is fully acquainted with the
conditions prevailing up there, for T kraw
he made o personal inspection of the dis-
triet, and I believe the Minister for Lands
also has a knowledge of the conditions. I
trust their attitude towards the farmers
will be of a sympathetic nature, and that
they will use every endeavour to obtain
money in order to keep the settlers on
their holdings and not have them suffer
as they will bhave to suffer if no (overn-
ment assistance be given them.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 10.37 p.m,
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